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HYMN TO OPEN
Please stand

“Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”

LSB 500

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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“Gloria in Excelsis—Glory to God in the Highest”

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray…
C Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
PSALM (Chanted responsively)
1
O LORD, you have searched me and |
known me!*
2
You know when I sit down and when
I rise up; you discern my thoughts |
from afar.
3

You search out my path and my |
lying down*
and are acquainted with | all my
ways.
4

Even before a word is | on my tongue,*
behold, O LORD, you know it
alto- | gether.

Psalm 139:1-4, 13-18
My frame was not hid- | den
from you,*
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths | of
the earth.
15

16

Your eyes saw my unformed
substance; in your book were written,
every | one of them,*
the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were | none of them.
17

How precious to me are your
thoughts, | O God!*
How vast is the | sum of them!

13

For you formed my | inward parts;*
you knitted me together in my |
mother’s womb.

18

If I would count them, they are more |
than the sand.*
I awake, and I am still | with you.

14

I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonder- | fully made.*
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it | very well.

Please be seated

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON*
AND TO THE HOLY | SPIRIT.
AS IT WAS IN THE BE – GINNING,*
IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN.

Divine Service I

FIRST READING

5

(God created Adam and Eve.)

26

Then God said, “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”
27
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.
28
And God blessed them. And God said
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”
29
And God said, “Behold, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit. You shall have them for
food. 30And to every beast of the earth
and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth,

SECOND READING
1
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everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.”
And it was so. 31And God saw everything
that he had made, and behold, it was very
good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.
2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. 2And on
the seventh day God finished his work
that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had
done. 3So God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he had done
in creation.
4
These are the generations of the
heavens and the earth when they were
created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and the heavens.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Made alive in Christ)

And you were dead in the trespasses
and sins 2in which you once walked,
following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— 3among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6and raised us up with him and

Genesis 1:26-2:4

Ephesians 2:1-10

seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the
coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For
by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. 10For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in
them.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Please stand
COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

(The Word became Flesh.)

John 1:1-18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, from the first chapter.

1

In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with
God. 3All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light,
that all might believe through him. 8He
was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.
9
The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. 11He came to his own,
and his own people did not receive him.
12
But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, 13who were

born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John
bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me,
because he was before me.’”) 16And
from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 17For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one
has ever seen God; the only God, who
is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY
“The Butterfly Song”
1. If I were a butterfly, I’d thank you, Lord, for giving me wings.
And if I were a robin in a tree, I’d thank you, Lord, that I could sing.
And if I were a fish in the sea, I’d wiggle my tail and I’d giggle with glee, but
I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me.’
Refrain: For you gave me a heart and you gave me a smile.
You gave me Jesus and you made me your child.
And I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me.’
2. If I were an elephant, I’d thank you, Lord, by raising my trunk.
And if I were a kangaroo, you know I’d hop right up to you.
And if I were an octopus, I’d thank you, Lord, for my fine looks, but
I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me.’ Refrain
3. If I were a wiggly worm, I’d thank you, Lord, that I could squirm.
And if I were a billy goat, I’d thank you, Lord, for my strong throat.
And if I were a fuzzy-wuzzy bear, I’d thank you, Lord, for my fuzzy-wuzzy hair, but
I just thank you Father, for making me ‘me.’ Refrain
Text & Music: © 1974 Mission Hills Music, CCLI #918029

SERMON

“GOD HAS MADE YOU AND HE HAS A SPECIAL PLAN FOR YOU”
(Text: Jeremiah 29:11)
The Rev. Paul Rieger

TITHES AND OFFERING (Please fill out Friendship Pads.)
Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

(See inside back cover of hymnal)

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each intercession ends with the words
P "Lord in Your mercy,"
to which the congregation responds,
C "Hear our prayer."
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, as we pray the prayer you have taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER

(See inside back cover of hymnal)

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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Please be seated
HYMN TO DEPART
“Someone Special”
1. Someone Special, I know who: That Someone, my God, is You!
Who could make a world like this And a heaven full of bliss,
Someone special I must be, Since You made it all for me!
2. Someone Special, that You are, To create the Christmas Star,
Heralding the Savior’s birth, Bringing peace and joy to earth.
Someone special I must be, Since you made that Star for me!
3. Someone Special, who would give his own Son that all might live,
And by Him would set us free From all sin and misery.
Someone special I must be, Since you gave Your Son for me!
4. Someone Special, who would send His good Spirit for a Friend,
Faith Creator, Light and Guide, Always standing at my side.
Someone special I must be, Since You gave that Gift to me!
5. Someone Special—God and man, You were there when I began,
You’ll be there when I depart, For You live within my heart.
Someone special—now I see, That someone is really me.
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, Tune: Carl Schalk, Used by permission, no. 100013027

MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

* * * TO GOD BE THE GLORY * * *
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