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From the Pastorõs Desk . . . 

L 
ent has started and March is 
packed full of Lenten services. 
So what is the point of Lent? 

Lent is a solemn time, a time of reflec-
tion, a time where we prepare to cele-
brate our risen Lord. In this season of 
Lent, we put away our alleluias, we 
put a veil on the cross, and we turn to 
focus on ourselves.  
    Lent is a very different season in our 
calendar. Usually weõre a people of 
celebration, celebrating our salvation 
and our God of love. Outside of Lent, 
we are called to focus on loving and 
serving our neighbor. Inside of Lent, 
we are called to repentance and figur-
ing out what that means for ourselves. 
And so the question you need to pon-
der this month of March: What do I 
need to focus on? What do I need to 
do to improve my relationship with 
my God? What do I need to do to ac-
tually change and be better as God has 
made me?  
   There are many who use the season 
of Lent to give something up. They 
seek to improve themselves by break-
ing a bad habit or better understand 
loss. Others seek to have a new spir-
itual discipline to grow closer to their 
God. Pastor Nirva has shared that his 
Lent plan is to read through the 
Psalms.  
    Honestly, I usually never do any-
thing for Lent, no new devotion plan; I 
donõt give anything up. For me, Lent 
is a time of reflection.  

LENT IS A TIME OF REFLECTION  
~The Rev. Paul Rieger 

Joel 2:12-13 says, òôYet even now,õ 
declares the Lord, ôreturn to me with 
all your heart, with fasting, with weep-
ing, and with mourning; and rend your 
hearts and not your garments.õ Return 
to the Lord your God, for he is gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love; and he re-
lents over disaster.ó  
    In reflecting on my sin, I usually beat 
myself up, I hate myself for what I do 
to myself and how I destroy the rela-
tionship between my God and myself. I 
rend my heart, I tear it in two. So many 
out there would think I was crazy to do 
this to myself, but it is in my reflection 
that I find myself clinging to God. In 

my mourning over sin, I find my-
self returning to my God, realiz-
ing that I cannot do it by myself. 
When I turn to God, I do not find 
a judgmental beast who wishes to 
condemn, I find mercy, I find 
steadfast love. And so as you cele-
brate this season of Lent, in what-
ever way you do, do it in such a 
way that turns you to God. And 
when you do turn to God, you 
will find mercy and steadfast love. 
 

~The Rev. Paul Rieger 
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Christian Education . . . Christian Education . . . Christian Education 

Daily Bible Readings: March 2018 

Mar. 1 - Numbers 27, 28, 29; Mark 8 

Mar. 2 ð Numbers 30, 31; Mark 9 

Mar. 3 ð Numbers 32, 33; Mark 10 

Mar. 4 ð Numbers 34, 35, 36; Mark 11 

Mar. 5 ð Deuteronomy 1, 2; Mark 12 

Mar. 6 ð Deuteronomy 3, 4; Psalm 36; Mark 13 

Mar. 7 ð Deuteronomy 5, 6; Psalm 43; Mark 14 

Mar. 8 ð Deuteronomy 7, 8, 9; Mark 15 

Mar. 9 ð Deuteronomy 10, 11, 12; Mark 16 

Mar. 10 ð Deuteronomy 13, 14, 15; Galatians 1 

Mar. 11 ð Deuteronomy 16, 17, 18; Psalm 38;  
   Galatians 2 

Mar. 12 ð Deuteronomy 19, 20, 21; Galatians 3 

Mar. 13 ð Deuteronomy 22, 23, 24; Galatians 4 

Mar. 14 ð Deuteronomy 25, 26, 27; Galatians 5 

Mar. 15 ð Deuteronomy 28, 29; Galatians 6 

Mar. 16 ð Deuteronomy 30, 31; Psalm 40;  
    I Corinthians 1 

Mar. 17 ð Deuteronomy 32,33,34; I Cor. 2 

Mar. 18 ð Joshua 1, 2; Psalm 37; I Cor. 3 

Mar. 19 ð Joshua 3, 4, 5, 6; I Corinthians 4 

Mar. 20 ð Joshua 7,8; Psalm 69; I Corinthians 5 

Mar. 21 ð Joshua 9, 10, 11; I Corinthians 6 

Mar. 22 ð Joshua 12,13,14; I Corinthians 7 

Mar. 23 ð Joshua 15,16,17; I Corinthians 8 

Mar. 24 ð Joshua 18,19,20; I Corinthians 9 

Mar. 25 ð Joshua 21,22; Psalm 47; I Cor. 10 

Mar. 26 ð Joshua 23,24; Psalm 44; I Cor. 11 

Mar. 27 ð Judges 1,2,3: I Corinthians 12 

Mar. 28 ð Judges 4,5; Psalm 39,41; I Cor. 13 

Mar. 29 ð Judges 6,7; Psalm 52; I Cor. 14 

Mar. 30 ð Judges 8; Psalm 42; I Corinthians 15 

Mar. 31 ð Judges 9,10; Psalm 49; I Cor. 16 

 

SERVING TRINITY & FLS 

¶ Rev. Dr. Michael Nirva,                
 Senior Pastor 

¶ Rev. Paul Rieger,  
     Associate Pastor 

¶ Gatluk, Reat,                                              
     Vicar 

¶ Rev. Maynard Spitzack,  

     Visitation Pastor   

¶ Rev. Robert Snyder, 
    Pastor Emeritus 

¶ Bill Kirkpatrick,    

             Finance/Property Manager 

¶ Kristin Sellentine,    

             Youth Leader 

¶ Jennifer Kingland,                                         

             Office Manager 

¶ Rebecca Spitzack, 
    Receptionist/Office Asst. 

¶ Bill & Mary Jewison,  

             Custodians 

¶ Seth Winter,  
   FLS Principal 

¶ Rachel Rieger,  

              FLS Administrative Asst. 

Godõs Mysterious Ways 

ñG 
od moves in a myste-
rious way, his won-
ders to perform.ó 

These oft-quoted words, from a 
hymn by English poet William 
Cowper, come with an unsubstan-
tiated yet powerful back story.  
 
   Cowper, who struggled with 
depression, decided to commit 
suicide one night. He called a cab to 
go to the Thames River, planning to 
drown himself. Such dense fog arose 
that the driver got lost and finally 
stopped to let his passenger out.                          

To Cowperõs surprise, he was at his 
own door! He concluded that God 
had sent the fog to spare his life.             
The hymn he wrote in response             
continues:  

òYe fearful saints, fresh courage take;  
the clouds ye so much dread  
are big with mercy and shall break  
in blessings on your head. é  
 
His purposes will ripen fast,  
unfolding every hour.  
The bud may have a bitter taste,  
but sweet will be the flower.ó 

 

~The NEWSLETTER Newsletter,  
March 2018 
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Sunday School NEWS  

O 
n Sunday February 11, 
Sunday School students 
and their families met in 

the gym to do Valentine service 
projects.  The students made 
Valentine place mats and favors 
for Full Belly.  They also created 
Valentines to be delivered to  
shut-ins and the nursing home.  
After all their hard work, they 
enjoyed snacks and then sang at the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.  What a wonderful group of hard working        
Christians aching to share God's love with others!  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)  

S 
unday school children will sing for services 
on March 25, Palm Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
instead of the usual second Sunday in 
March. 

T 
he 2018 VBS, Shipwrecked, is being planned for August  
5-9.  Preparations are beginning for this exciting event!  
Contact Nancy Simonson if you are interested in helping 

with the planning stage or wish to be a station or crew leader/
helper. Contact: 507-685-4199 or nancysimonson@gmail.com.  

FAMILY MINISTRY  

A 
 special Lenten event is being 
planned for Sunday, March 4, 
during the Sunday School hour.  

At this event, children and their families 
will be making Empty Tomb Rolls and 
compiling Lenten Devotion-To-Go Boxes 
filled with objects and devotions for use in 
the home. 

     A Special discussion forum is being 
planned for interested families on the topic 
of cell phone use for children.  Issues in-
clude: what to consider when deciding 

when to give your child a cell phone, pre-
cautions and safeguards for its use.  There 
will also be a time for experienced parents 
to share advice.  Any parent interested in 
this topic is welcome.  Date and time to 
be determined.  If you wish to participate 
in this discussion by sharing your experi-
ence and advice with others, please con-
tact Nancy Simonson. 


