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MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1
CAIN
AS WE GATHER

Who is the son of Adam? When Adam and Eve held their firstborn son, Cain, in their
arms for the first time, perhaps they wondered, “Who is this son?” After all, following
their sin, the Lord God promised salvation from Eve'’s offspring (Genesis 3:15). Could
this baby boy be that Savior from sin and death? Not yet. Instead, Cain becomes the
first murderer and spills the blood of his brother, Abel. Thankfully, a greater Son of
Adam would fulfill the promise of a Savior. This Son would be held in the arms of
another couple—Mary and Joseph. This Son would allow His very own blood to be
shed for the salvation of Adam, Eve, and all their descendants.

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS / TITHES & OFFERING
HYMN “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” (LSB 342)

INVOCATION
P. In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 146:3-5

Put not your trust in princes,

in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
When his breath departs

he returns to the earth;

on that very day

his plans perish.

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LorD his God.
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SERVICE OF LIGHT

The Spirit and the Church cry out:

Come, Lord Jesus.

All those who await His appearance pray:

Come, Lord Jesus.

The whole creation pleads:

Come, Lord Jesus.

Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore:
Come, Lord Jesus.

OVOTOTOT

HYMN OF LIGHT  Evening Hymn  (sung to the tune of LSB 445)
1. Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face,

You who sing creation’s story, shine on every land and race.

Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs to You,

God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew.

2. In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn,
In the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear Your quiet song.
Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul,
Love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole.

3. You who made the heaven’s splendor, every dancing star of night,
Make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect Your light.
Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way,

Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day.

Text: Marty Haugen, © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted under: ONE LICENSE #730578-A

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C. Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P. Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who sent Your only
begotten Son not to shed another’s blood out of anger or jealously, but for His
own blood to be shed out of compassion and love. Enlighten our darkness by the
light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for
You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures,
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.
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PSALM 141

This Is My Son

C. Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

P. O Lord, | call to You; come to me quickly;
hear my voice when | cry to You.

C. Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

P. Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,

and guard the door of my lips.

C. Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

P. But my eyes are turned to You, O God;

in You | take refuge.
Strip me not of my life.

C. Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All:  Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

FIRST READING

Genesis 4:1-16

P. A reading from Genesis, the fourth chapter.

"Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and
she conceived and bore Cain,
saying, “l have gotten a man with the
help of the Lorbp.” ?And again, she
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was
a keeper of sheep, and Cain a
worker of the ground. °In the course
of time Cain brought to the LORD an
offering of the fruit of the ground,
“and Abel also brought of the
firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the LoRrRD had regard
for Abel and his offering, *but for
Cain and his offering He had no
regard. So Cain was very angry, and
his face fell. °The Lorb said to Cain,
“Why are you angry, and why has

your face fallen? If you do well, will
you not be accepted? And if you do
not do well, sin is crouching at the
door. Its desire is for you, but you
must rule over it.”

8Cain spoke to Abel his brother.
And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel
and killed him. *Then the Lorb said
to Cain, “Where is Abel your
brother?” He said, “I do not know;
am | my brother’s keeper?” °And the
LorD said, “What have you done?
The voice of your brother’s blood is
crying to Me from the ground. **And
now you are cursed from the ground,

(continued...)
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which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother’s blood from
your hand. **When you work the
ground, it shall no longer yield to you
its strength. You shall be a fugitive
and a wanderer on the earth.” **Cain
said to the LorD, “My punishment is
greater than | can bear. *'Behold,
You have driven me today away
from the ground, and from Your face
| shall be hidden. | shall be a fugitive
and a wanderer on the earth, and
whoever finds me will kill me.”

SECOND READING

P. A reading from Romans, the fifth chapter.

Therefore, just as sin came into the
world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned— **for
sin indeed was in the world before
the law was given, but sin is not
counted where there is no law. *Yet
death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sinning was
not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was
to come.

>But the free gift is not like the
trespass. For if many died through
one man’s trespass, much more
have the grace of God and the free
gift by the grace of that one man

This Is My Son
Then the Lorp said to him, “Not so!
If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall
be taken on him sevenfold.” And the
LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any
who found him should attack him.
®Then Cain went away from the
presence of the LORD and settled in
the land of Nod, east of Eden.

P. O Lord, have mercy on us.
C. Thanks be to God.

Romans 5:12-17

Jesus Christ abounded for many.
®And the free gift is not like the
result of that one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free
gift following many trespasses
brought justification. *’If, because of
one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more
will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift
of righteousness reign in life through
the one man Jesus Christ.

P. O Lord, have mercy on us.
C. Thanks be to God.
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THIRD READING

This Is My Son

Matthew 5:17-26

P.  Areading from Matthew, the fifth chapter.

1"“Do not think that | have come to

abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. *®For truly, | say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished.
YTherefore whoever relaxes one of
the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.

?%For | tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

2l“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, “You shall not murder;
and whoever murders will be liable to
judgment.’ **But | say to you that
everyone who is angry with his

READINGS RESPONSE

brother will be liable to judgment;
whoever insults his brother will be
liable to the council, and whoever
says, ‘You fool! will be liable to the
hell of fire. ?*So if you are offering
your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has
something against you, **leave your
gift there before the altar and go.
First be reconciled to your brother,
and then come and offer your gift.
»>Come to terms quickly with your
accuser while you are going with him
to court, lest your accuser hand you
over to the judge, and the judge to
the guard, and you be put in prison.
*Truly, | say to you, you will never
get out until you have paid the last
penny.”

P. O Lord, have mercy on us.
C. Thanks be to God.

P. In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C. But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Away in a Manger” Emma and Lisa Olson, Piano Duet

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
PRAYER FOR PEACE

P. O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P. Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and hear us as we pray:
C. Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
HYMN “In This Precious Baby Boy”
41 :
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I.In this pre-cious ba-by - boy. We are giv-en peace and joy.

2.God's  own chil-dren, we have strayed. Con-stant-ly have dis - o-beyed
3. Through this ba-by in the hay, God has giv-en us the Way
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By the Spir-it hope is won. Mar - y bore the Fa-ther's Son.

In the gar-den, in the sand, Through the ri - ver, in the Land.

9hTo in-her-it life a-bove, Res - cued by His per-fect love.
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Son of God and Son of Man: He ful -fills the ho - ly plan.
But the Child who takes our place Bears the cross to earn us  grace.
In this Child, we all may be  Chil-dren of e - ter - ni - ty.
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SERMON The Rev. Larry Wesolik

ANNUNCIATION (Sung by soloist)
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth
to a woman whose name was Mary.
The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.
You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus,
the Chosen One of God Most High.”
And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, | live to do your will.”

Tune: © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission. Reprinted under: ONE LICENSE #730578-A

THE MAGNIFICAT (Sung by congregation)

1. My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you,
You have looked with love on your servant here, and blessed me all my life through.
Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, strong is your kindness evermore.
How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the proud of heart.

2. You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, and uplifted the humble of heart,
You have filled the hungry with wondrous things, and left the wealthy no part.
Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, strong is your justice, strong your love,
As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, kindness forevermore.

3. My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you,
You have looked with love on your servant here, and blessed me all my life through.

Lyrics & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission. Reprinted under: ONE LICENSE #730578-A

PRAYER

During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” True Son of Adam,
come, Lord Jesus.

True Son of Abraham,

come, Lord Jesus.

True Son of David,

come, Lord Jesus.

True Son of God,

come, Lord Jesus.

True Son of Man,

come, Lord Jesus.

That we might receive adoption as sons,
come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

OTVOTOTOTOTNOT
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BENEDICTION Psalm 146:5
P. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
C. whose hope is in the LorD his God.
P. The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I~ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
C Amen.

HYMN “God Loves Me Dearly” (LSB 392)

© 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to
purchaser to reproduce for use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved.

Pastor The Rev. Larry Wesolik
Organist Barbara Mrosko

Special Music Lisa and Emma Olson
Soloist/Cantor Sierra Jacob

Elder Curt Becher

Worship Assistant Brent Peterson

Join us for Soup Supper after the service in the Trinity
Auditorium! Serving Ham & Potato Soup and Chili
sponsored by Human Care to benefit
Rev. Loeslie and his family.



