
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 16 & 17, 2024 
5:30PM & 8:00AM 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Today’s Epistle speaks of Jesus, our High Priest. High priests are called to offer 
sacrifices for the sins of the people as well as themselves. Jesus is a different sort of 
high priest who offers Himself as sacrifice, once for all, that we might be forgiven and 
granted eternal salvation. In the Gospel, Jesus proclaims that He came not to be 
served, but to serve. He came to offer His life as a ransom for us. As we follow Jesus, 
we are called to reflect His actions and attitude of service and sacrifice. May we 
likewise go to serve and sacrifice for others. 
 

WELCOME  
(Please be sure to sign the Friendship Pads, available on the pews. Thank you!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN   “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” LSB 429, st.1-6 [Tune: TLH 178] 
 

   Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: What a priest we have in Jesus! 
People: He is our source of eternal salvation. 
Pastor: He sympathizes with us in our weakness. 
People: He offers prayers and supplications for us. 
Pastor: He serves us and sacrifices Himself for us. 
People: What a priest we have in Jesus! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Though Jesus is our great High Priest, we have lived as if we did not need 

Him, as though our sin was not dire and deadly. Despite our self-centered 
failures, our heavenly Father is merciful, and because of Jesus, He invites 
us to draw near to His throne in confidence to ask for forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father,  
People: we have sinned against our neighbors and against You. We have 

sought to be served. We have demanded others sacrifice for us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and humble us, for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus into our world to be our great High 

Priest, who came to serve and offer His life as a ransom for us. Christ died 
and is risen for you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven. Christ has sacrificed His life for us. 
 
LENT VERSICLES     
Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
People: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
 
Pastor: Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 
People: let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
 
Pastor: Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
People: He was bruised for our iniquities.   Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 
 
Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
People: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

All:    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
          As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 
 
   Please sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE (Spoken) 
People: The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my 

salvation. 
  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that His name is exalted.” 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
  
Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are our great High Priest. Teach us to follow Your 
example of service and sacrifice for others, so that more people may know 
of the forgiveness that can only be found in You; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:31–34 (God’s new covenant) 
   31“Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah, 32not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers 
on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts. And I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34And no 
longer shall each one teach his neighbor 
and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

 

PSALM PSALM 119:9–16  BETH (Spoken responsively) 
Pastor:  9How can a young man keep his way pure? 
             By guarding it according to your word. 
 

People: 10With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your  
         commandments! 
 

Pastor:  11I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
 

People: 12Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 
 

Pastor:  13With my lips I declare all the just decrees of your mouth. 
 

People: 14In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 
 

Pastor:  15I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 
 

People: 16I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 
 

ALL.        GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON 
                      AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
       AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, 

                      IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN 
 
EPISTLE Hebrews 5:1–10  (Jesus is our great High Priest.) 
1Every high priest chosen from among 
men is appointed to act on behalf of 
men in relation to God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he 
himself is beset with weakness. 

3Because of this he is obligated to offer 
sacrifice for his own sins just as he does 
for those of the people. 4And no one 
takes this honor for himself, but only 
when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

(continued…) 
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   5So also Christ did not exalt himself to 
be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you”; 6as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, after the order 
of Melchizedek.” 

   7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered 
up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to him who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverence. 8Although he 
was a son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. 9And being 
made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
10being designated by God a high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

 
   Please stand 
 
VERSE Mark 10:45 
Pastor: Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  
People: and to give His life as a ransom for many. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:35–45   (The Son of Man came to serve and give His life.) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
   35And James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came up to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said 
to them, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39And they said to him, “We are able.” 
And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I 
drink you will drink, and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized, 40but to sit at my right hand or 
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 

for those for whom it has been 
prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be indignant at James 
and John. 42And Jesus called them to 
him and said to them, “You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. 
43But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, 44and whoever 
would be first among you must be slave 
of all. 45For even the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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   Please sit 
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 (st.1-5) 
 
SERMON                           “REMEMBER THE NUMBER THREE” 

The Rev. Peter Gueldner 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”  
                                  LSB 439 (st. 8,14,15) 
 

TITHES AND OFFERING  (8:00 ONLY) “Ah, Holy Jesus”  ~Trinity Handbells 
 

   Please stand 
 

CATECHISM Ten Commandments 
Pastor:  Our catechism for today is the Ten Commandments.   
All: You shall have no other gods. 
 You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
 Honor your father and your mother. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: We turn to our great priest Jesus in prayer, who has promised to hear us 

and intercede for us. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 
People: who became our sacrifice. 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, be present with all those who are vulnerable and in need 
of advocacy, especially those in abusive relationships, the homeless, the 
disabled, and all children. Give us courage to be advocates and 
intercessors for those in need just as You are an advocate and intercessor 
for us. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us as we endure the temptations and 

assaults of the devil. Forge our shields of faith to be stronger in resistance 
of Satan and his fiery arrows. Forgive us when we fail. For what a priest we 
have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. 

Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. 
Point them to the hope of the resurrection to eternal life that You have won 
for all who believe in You. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You learned obedience through suffering. Strengthen us 

when we face suffering to learn obedience to Your Word of truth. For what 
a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, as a priest You serve and sacrifice. Teach all people in 

Your church to follow Your example of service and sacrifice for the sake of 
others. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health 
according to Your wisdom. For what a priest we have in Jesus, 

People: who became our sacrifice. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, we commend all of these people and situations into Your 

hands, for You have promised to hear our prayers and intercede for us, for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
People:    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
    Please sit 
 
HYMN   “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 (stanzas 1-3) 
 
Pastor:   Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
      

*  *  * TO GOD BE THE GLORY *  *  * 
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Leading Worship 
Pastor The Rev. Peter Gueldner 
Music Nancy Simonson, Organist; 8:00 – Trinity Handbells 
Elder s 5:30 – Brad Twedt; 8:00 – Curt Becher   
Worship Assistants 5:30 – Rich Delaske;  
  8:00 – Brent Peterson, Dave Simonson 
Soundboard 8:00 – Chrysteena Saehler 
Lectors 5:30 – Jan Zierke; 8:00 – Mary Swanson 
Greeters 5:30 – Carol Ciffra, Scott Howard 
  8:00 – Gail Solem, Bob Sommers 
Ushers 5:30 – Dan & Judy Valentyn; Dave Schuenke 
  8:00 – Jim Cross, Steve Mullennex 


