
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER VIGIL 

Saturday, March 30, 2024     
5:30 PM 

+  In The Name Of Jesus Christ  + 
WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING HYMN   “O Blessed Light, O Trinity”  LSB 890, vv. 1-3 
 
             Please stand 
SERVICE OF LIGHT INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 

death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord 
in which, by hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory 
over death. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful 
people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who 
keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be 
found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of 
our hearts and minds. 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in 
true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in 
darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please sit 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
P Rejoice now, all you heav’nly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth, 

trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King. Rejoice too, all the earth, in 
the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of 
the everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished. 
Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all this house of 
God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places, with all 

our heart and mind and voice, praise You, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty everlasting 
God, and Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who 
offered Himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of His 
precious blood. This is the night when You brought our fathers, the children of Israel, 
out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground. This is the 
night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored 
to life and immortality. This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The 
seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of 
night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is Your mercy toward us, O God, that to 
redeem a slave You gave Your Son. How holy is this night when all wickedness is put 
to flight and sin is washed away. How holy is this night when innocence is restored to 
the fallen and joy is given to those downcast. How blessed is the night when man is 
reconciled to God in Christ. Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our 
thanksgiving and praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our hearts, 
He who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF READINGS 
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His 

resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He 
truly keeps His Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

THE CREATION Genesis 1:1-5   
L A reading from Genesis, chapter one. 
  
1
In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth. 
2
The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. 
   

3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and 

there was light. 
4
And God saw that the 

light was good. And God separated the 
light from the darkness. 

5
God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created all things, 

and through the Word made flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity. Grant that in 
Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him who shares fully in our 
humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

THE FLOOD Genesis 7:1-5; 9:8-13 
L A reading from Genesis, chapters seven and nine. 

  
   7:1

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, you and all your household, for I 
have seen that you are righteous before 
me in this generation. 

2
Take with you 

seven pairs of all clean animals, the male 
and his mate, and a pair of the animals 
that are not clean, the male and his mate, 
3
and seven pairs of the birds of the 

heavens also, male and female, to keep 
their offspring alive on the face of all the 
earth. 

4
For in seven days I will send rain 

on the earth forty days and forty nights, 
and every living thing that I have made I 
will blot out from the face of the ground.” 
5
And Noah did all that the LORD had 

commanded him.  
   

9:8
Then God said to Noah and to his 

sons with him, 
9
“Behold, I establish my 

covenant with you and your offspring after 

you, 
10

and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the livestock, and 
every beast of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark; it is for 
every beast of the earth. 

11
I establish my 

covenant with you, that never again shall 
all flesh be cut off by the waters of the 
flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 

12
And God 

said, “This is the sign of the covenant that 
I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 

13
I have set my bow in 

the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a wicked and 
perverse generation, and yet You saved faithful Noah and his family in the ark. Keep 
us in safety in the ark of Christ’s body, the Church, that Your mercy may come to its 
fullness and Your salvation be preached to the ends of the earth; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN  “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”  LSB 464, vv. 1-3 
 
SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL Isaiah 55:1-11 
L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

  

1
“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

 come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
 come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
 without money and without price. 
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; 

 hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
 my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

 and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 
 for he has glorified you. 
6
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 
7
let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.                              (continued…) 
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10

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your Word You created and sustain all things, and by Your Spirit 
You renew Your creation. Grant now the water of life to all who thirst for You that they 
may bring forth abundant fruit in Your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

JOB CONFESSES THE REDEEMER Job 19:20-27 
L A reading from Job, chapter 19. 

  

20My bones stick to my skin and to my flesh, 
 and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth. 
21Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O you my friends, 
 for the hand of God has touched me! 
22Why do you, like God, pursue me? 
 Why are you not satisfied with my flesh? 
23“Oh that my words were written! 
 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me!” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, our great Redeemer, in the sacrifice of Your Son You put to death our 
wretched flesh and in His rising restored our life. Grant that we may always cling to 
Christ by faith in this life that at the last we may rejoice to stand in our own flesh and 
see You face to face; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

HYMN    “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”  LSB 464, vv. 4-5 
             Please stand 
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 
resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You have given so that, made 
alive in body and soul, we may serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 6:1-8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

  
1
He went away from there and came to 

his hometown, and his disciples followed 
him. 

2
And on the Sabbath he began to 

teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astonished, saying, 
“Where did this man get these things? 
What is the wisdom given to him? How 
are such mighty works done by his 
hands? 

3
Is not this the carpenter, the son 

of Mary and brother of James and Joses 
and Judas and Simon? And are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took 
offense at him. 

4
And Jesus said to them, 

“A prophet is not without honor, except in 
his hometown and among his relatives 
and in his own household.” 

5
And he 

could do no mighty work there, except 

that he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and healed them. 

6
And he 

marveled because of their unbelief. 
   And he went about among the villages 
teaching. 
   

7
And he called the twelve and began to 

send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. 
8
He charged them to take nothing for 

their journey except a staff—no bread, 
no bag, no money in their belts—  
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
             Please sit 
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HYMN   “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”  LSB 458, vv. 1,2,4,5 
 

SERMON 
 

TITHES & OFFERING 
             Please stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P  Together we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, confident that we receive Jesus’ body and 
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine. With it, we also receive the 
forgiveness of sins and a stronger bond to God and each other. Through this supper 
we confess and share in our faith with one another, trusting in Jesus’ words for the 
forgiveness of our sins. As Holy Communion is a confession of our faith, hear now 
the words of our Lord Jesus spoken at the time of the Last Supper: 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Together let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught us… 
C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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P  Welcome to the Table of the Lord. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  Amen. 
  Please sit 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”  LSB 636, vv. 1,2,4,5,6 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”       LSB 621, vv. 1-4  
 

 After the distribution—please stand 
 
DISMISSAL  
P  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in the one true faith to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C  Amen 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross 
and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that 
all our sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may 
arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 
C Amen. 

 

     

CLOSING HYMN  “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”  LSB 488, v. 1 
 

P   Christ is risen! 
C   He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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