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Good Shepherd Sunday/The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 20 & 21, 2024
5:30PM & 8:00AM

AS WE GATHER
Flocks of sheep can number in the hundreds or even thousands. An annual trek from
winter quarters to summer pastures and back again at a location in rural Idaho
consistently draws hundreds of spectators to a location where the sheep must cross a
major highway to reach their destination. Keeping track of two or three thousand sheep
on the move is quite a task! Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows how to care for not just
thousands but millions of His sheeplike people. The prophet Isaiah says of the Lord
God that He “will tend His flock like a shepherd” (40:11). Assured and reassured that
we are part of His flock, we travel through life following the guidance of our caring
Shepherd!

WELCOME
(Please be sure to sign the Friendship Pads, available on the pews. Thank you!)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN “l Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740, sts. 1-3
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES John 12:26; Ephesians 4:15; Psalm 25:1-3, 5, 10; 106:48

Pastor: Jesus said: “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where | am,
there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor
him.”

People: Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him
who is the head, into Christ.

Pastor: To You, O Lorp, | lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust.
People: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame.

Pastor: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation.
People: All the paths of the LoRrD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those
who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

Pastor: Blessed be the LoRD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!
People: And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the LORD!

Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and pray for
His gracious forgiveness.

LCMS LITURGY - Confession and Absolution

Pastor: We can indeed approach God with confidence. And yet, because we stand
on this side of our Lord’s final return, we still have with us the devil, the
world, and our sinful flesh. We have not yet faced the final judgment.

And so, with sin still working in us, the condemnation of God’s Law must
still confront us, lest we have any delusions that we might have something
to boast of before our mighty Judge.

Above all else, Confession and Absolution keep us honest — honest with
ourselves and honest before God. The act of confession is not some work
that we lay before the Father’s throne; rather, it is the simple
acknowledgment that God’s Word is true and right and that when we
measure ourselves against its demands, we come up short.

God’s Word says “you shall not give false testimony,” but in truth we have
lied and gossiped and slandered. And so, the Christian confesses: “Lord,
Your Word is true; | have sinned.”

There are three basic ways to handle sin and guilt. One is to ignore or
minimize them. We’ve all been tempted in that direction more than a few
times. Isn’t that, after all, what our sinful human nature is all about?
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Another way is to institutionalize them, especially the guilt part. After all, if
you can keep people feeling just guilty enough, you will keep them coming
back for more.

The third way is to give sin and guilt their proper due, and then to silence
them. That is the way of God’s absolution. With his forgiveness, our sin is
removed from us as far as the east is from the west.

Christians know that, but they also need to hear it often. We need to be
reminded that those familiar words, “| forgive you all your sins,” are not just
some impersonal announcement. They say what they mean and
accomplish what they promise. Jesus himself said to his disciples that the
sins they forgive are forgiven (John 20:23).

Please stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.

O Lord God Almighty, we confess that we are sinful human beings by
nature and by deed. We have not put You first at all times. We have
not followed in the ways You have set forth for us. We have not
always been thoughtful caretakers of Your creation and have not
shared its bounty on all occasions. We have not kept our thoughts,
words, and deeds fully pure and honorable. We have sinned in ways
we know and in ways we do not even recognize. We have not honored
those in authority and have not without reservation encouraged them.
We have not completely put the best construction on all things and on
all people. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Forgive us all our sins, and
finally by Your grace, bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by
His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
% Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SALUTATION

Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.

Risen and ascended Lord, You are the Good Shepherd. You lay down Your
life for the sheep; they are Yours. Empower Your church to reach every
sheep that belongs to You and to give witness until You have brought all
Your sheep into one fold; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

PSALM  Psalm 23 (Spoken responsively)

People: The LorDis my shepherd; | shall not want.

Men: He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

Women: He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s
sake.

People: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will
fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me.

Men: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Women: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Please sit

FIRST READING Acts 4:1-12

(Peter and John are brought before the Jerusalem Council.)

'As they were speaking to the people, who had heard the word believed, and
the priests and the captain of the temple the number of the men came to about
and the Sadducees came upon them, five thousand. °On the next day their
“greatly annoyed because they were rulers and elders and scribes gathered
teaching the people and proclaiming in together in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. high priest and Caiaphas and John and
*And they arrested them and put them in Alexander, and all who were of the high-
custody until the next day, for it was priestly family.

already evening. “But many of those (continued...)
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’And when they had set them in the
midst, they inquired, “By what power or
by what name did you do this?” ®Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, “Rulers of the people and elders,
%if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man
has been healed, ‘°let it be known to all
of you and to all the people of Israel that
by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
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God raised from the dead—»by him this
man is standing before you well. *'This
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. ?And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lector:
People:

EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24 (Followers of Christ are called to love in deed and in truth.)

1By this we know love, that he laid
down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. *"But if
anyone has the world’s goods and sees
his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God'’s love abide
in him? *®Little children, let us not love in
word or talk but in deed and in truth.

9By this we shall know that we are of
the truth and reassure our heart before
him; *°for whenever our heart condemns
us, God is greater than our heart, and
he knows everything. 'Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God; *and whatever

Please stand

we ask we receive from him, because
we keep his commandments and do
what pleases him. 2And this is his
commandment, that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded
us. “Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in him, and he in
them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has
given us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lector:
People:

GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Pastor: Christ has risen from the dead.

People:  God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor.
Pastor: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands;
People: He has put all things under His feet.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18 (Jesus prays for and about His disciples.)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
People: Gloryto You, O Lord.

" Jesus said:] “l am the good this fold. | must bring them also, and
shepherd. The good shepherd lays they will listen to my voice. So there will
down his life for the sheep. **He who is be one flock, one shepherd. *'For this
a hired hand and not a shepherd, who reason the Father loves me, because |
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf lay down my life that | may take it up
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, again. ®No one takes it from me, but |
and the wolf snatches them and scatters lay it down of my own accord. | have
them. *He flees because he is a hired authority to lay it down, and | have
hand and cares nothing for the sheep. authority to take it up again. This charge
| am the good shepherd. | know my | have received from my Father.”
own and my own know me, "just as the
Father knows me and | know the Father; Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
and | lay down my life for the sheep. People: Praiseto You, O Christ.
®And | have other sheep that are not of

CREED Apostles’ Creed

All: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Please sit
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709, sts.1-6

SERMON “THE GOOD SHEPHERD” (Text: John 10:14)
The Rev. Peter Gueldner

HYMN OF PRAISE “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want” LSB 710, sts. 1-5
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TITHES AND OFFERING (8:00 ONLY) “Day by Day” ~Trinity Handbells

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, beseeching Him for the needs of
ourselves and others.

Trusting in God’s loving response, we pray for the church and all who are
called to lives of service to God’s people, asking that the Lord will bless His
undershepherds and all who care for His flock.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for ourselves, that the Holy Spirit guide us into gracious ways and
instill in us a holy confidence in the goodness of our God, aiding us in our
prayers. With thanks for the faithful examples set by those whose earthly
journeys are complete and whose witness to Christ yet inspires us, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the blessing of God upon our nation and its leaders that we
may lead peaceable lives, and we pray for the needs of ourselves and
others for healing and restoration, for solace and comfort, [especially . . .].
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

These things and all else that we should have asked grant us according to
Your gracious will, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9—-13

People:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return
no person evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help
the suffering, honor all people, love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit. The almighty God—the Father, the *® Son, and the
Holy Spirit—bless you.

People: Amen.

Please sit

HYMN “Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588, sts. 1-2

* * *To GOD BE THE GLORY * * *
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Leading Worship

Pastor The Rev. Peter Gueldner
Music Barbara Mrosko, Organist; 8:00 — Trinity Handbells
Elders 5:30 — Mark Quinlan; 8:00 — Steve Denninger
Worship Assistants 5:30 — Brad Twedt;

8:00 — Brent Peterson, Dave Simonson
Soundboard 8:00 — Brian Anderson
Lectors 5:30 — Jan Zierke; 8:00 — Phil Simonson
Greeters 5:30 — Carol Ciffra, Scott Howard

8:00 — Marcia & Bill Barrett; Tammy Schwichtenberg
Ushers  5:30 — Dan & Judy Valentyn; Dave Schuenke

8:00 — Jim Cross, Vernon Cross, Wayne Dalluge




