MESSAGE SONG “Oh, He’s King of Kings” sts. 1-2
Refrain:

Oh, He’s King of kings,

Oh, He’s Lord of lords!

Jesus Christ, the First and Last,

No man works like Him.

1. I know that my Redeemer lives,
No man works like Him,
And by His love sweet blessings gives.
No man works like Him. [Refrain]

2. Victorious at God’s right hand,
No man works like Him,
He calls His saints from ev’ry land,

No many works like Him. [Refrain]
Text & Tune: American spiritual
Public domain

MESSAGE OF THE DAY
“ASCENSION—WHAT Is IT ALL ABOUT?”
The Rev. Bruce Stam

(Please stand)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P. Together let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught us...

C. Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(Please sit
COMMUNION SONGS

“Beautiful Savior”
“What Is This Bread”

LSB 537, sts. 1-4
LSB 629, sts. 1-5

-5-

COMMUNION DISMISSAL

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart + in peace.

BENEDICTION

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C. Amen.

CLOSING SONG “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
LSB 525, sts. 1,4, 5

P. Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

* * *To GOD BE THE GLORY * * *

All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
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PRELUDE / WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS (please fill out Friendship Pads)

WORSHIP SONG “In Christ Alone” sts. 1-4
1. In Christ alone my hope is found.

He is my light, my strength, my song;

This cornerstone this solid ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my all in all,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

2. In Christ alone who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross, as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied:;

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid.

Here in the death of Christ | live.

3. There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory,

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me.

For | am His and He is mine—

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

(continued...)



4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow’r of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Keith Getty,; Stuart Townsend © 2001 Thankyou Music Ltd
CCLI #918029, Streaming Plus #21242374Used by permission

(Please stand)

INVOCATION

P. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen

CONFESSION OF SINS AND FORGIVENESS

P. Almighty God, have mercy on us for Christ’s sake.

C. Almighty God, | am unworthy of You and Your grace
and mercy. | have sinned against You in thought,
word and deed. And | cannot free myself from this
condition. Therefore, | take refuge in Your loving-
kindness; and | ask for Your forgiveness. We ask
for Your forgiveness.

P. Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake He forgives you. As a called and
ordained servant of the Lord, and on His behalf, | say to
you, “You are forgiven.” In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.

(Please sit)

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

'In the first book, O Theophllus | have dealt with all that
Jesus began to do and teach, “until the day when he was
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. *To them he
presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. (continued...)
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*And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promlse of the Father,
which, he said, “you heard from me; *for John baptized with
water, but you WI|| be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

°So when they had come together, they asked h|m “Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He said to
them, “It is not for you to know tlmes or seasons that the Fa-
ther has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.” °And when he had said these things, as
they were Iooklng on he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their S|ght °And while they were gazing into heaven as
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes 'and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

L. Here ends the first reading.
C. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23
*For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the

Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, "°l do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
"that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a splrlt of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, "®having the eyes of your hearts enlight-
ened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in
the saints, '?and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great might °that he worked in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, ?'far above all rule and authorlty and power and do-
minion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. ??And he put all things under
h|s feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,

Bwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

L. Here ends the second reading.
C. Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

GOSPEL READING Luke 24:44-53

**Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that |
spoke to you while | was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures, “°and said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, *’and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclalmed in his name to
all nations, beglnnlng from Jerusalem. *®You are witness-
es of these things. ""And behold, | am sending the prom-
ise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you
are clothed with power from on high.”

**Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up
his hands he blessed them. >'While he blessed them, he
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. **And
they worshlped him and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy, °*and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P. Here ends the reading of the Gospel.
C. Praise to You, O Christ.

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heav-
en and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

(Please sit)

TITHES & OFFERING
(While the music is playing, please bring your
offerings forward and place them in the plate.)



