
  

 

 

   
 

 

 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 3 & 4, 2025 
5:30PM & 8:00AM   

 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Though Jesus walks on water, He was testing the limit by telling seasoned fishermen 
where to cast their nets. The disciples knew it was the Lord—it could only be the Lord. 
Then, when He broke the bread and gave thanks, they rejoiced that the crucified and 
risen Savior had showed Himself to them again. This is what we do every week. Jesus 
presumes to tell us what life is and how to live it, and we are weary of all the things that 
have disappointed us. But Christ can never disappoint us. He fills our nets with His life, 
addresses us with the voice of hope, and feeds us to everlasting life, and by this Word 
and Sacrament we know it is the Lord. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN     “Make Songs of Joy”   LSB 484, sts. 1-6D 
 
     (please stand) 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P   O Lord, open my lips, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 30:5, 8 

P To You, O LORD, I cry, 

C and to the Lord I plead for mercy. 
 

P For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 

C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

P Let us confess our sins before God and in the presence of one another. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I 
pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring 
me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as 
a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C Amen. 
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VENITE    “O Come, Let Us Sing”  LSB 220 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant 
to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual 
gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.        
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      (please sit) 
FIRST READING Acts 9:1–22 (“Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”) 

   
1But Saul, still breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2and asked him 
for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, 
he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4And falling to the ground 
he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And 
he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” 
7The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless, hearing the voice but 
seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the 
ground, and although his eyes were 
opened, he saw nothing. So they led 
him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9And for three days he was 
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
   10Now there was a disciple at 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And 
he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And the 
Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house 
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 
12and he has seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain 
his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he 
has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who call on your name.” 15But 
the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the children of Israel. 16For I will show 
him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.” 17So Ananias 
departed and entered the house. And 
laying his hands on him he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who 
appeared to you on the road by which 
you came has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, 
and he regained his sight. Then he rose 
and was baptized; 19and taking food, he 
was strengthened. 
   For some days he was with the 
disciples at Damascus. 20And 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of 
God.” 21And all who heard him were 
amazed and said, “Is not this the man 
who made havoc in Jerusalem of those 
who called upon this name? And has he 
not come here for this purpose, to bring 
them bound before the chief priests?” 
22But Saul increased all the more in 
strength, and confounded the Jews who 
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus 
was the Christ. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM Psalm 30   (spoken responsively) 

P 1I will extol you, O LORD, for you have 
drawn me up and have not let my 
foes rejoice over me. 
 

C 
2O LORD my God, I cried to you for 
help, and you have healed me. 
 

P
 3O LORD, you have brought up my 
soul from Sheol; you restored me to 
life from among those who go down 
to the pit. 

 

C 
4Sing praises to the LORD, O you 
his saints, and give thanks to his 
holy name. 
 

P
 5For his anger is but for a moment, 
and his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may tarry for the night, but 
joy comes with the morning. 

 

C 
6As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
“I shall never be moved.” 
 

P
 7By your favor, O LORD, you made my 
mountain stand strong; you hid your 
face; I was dismayed. 

 

C 
8To you, O LORD, I cry, and to the 
Lord I plead for mercy: 
 

P
  9“What profit is there in my death, if I 
go down to the pit? Will the dust 
praise you? Will it tell of your 
faithfulness? 
 

C 
10Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to 
me! O LORD, be my helper!” 

 

P
 11You have turned for me my 
mourning into dancing; you have 
loosed my sackcloth and clothed me 
with gladness, 
 

C 
12that my glory may sing your 
praise and not be silent. O LORD 
my God, I will give thanks to you 
forever! 

 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON 
       AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, 
       IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER.   AMEN.

 
EPISTLE Revelation 5:1–10 (“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain.”) 
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who 
was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals. 2And I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?” 3And no one in heaven or on 
earth or under the earth was able to 
open the scroll or to look into it, 4and I 
began to weep loudly because no one 
was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. 5And one of the elders said 

to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” 
   6And between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders I 
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had 
been slain, with seven horns and with 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 
of God sent out into all the earth. 
 

(continued…) 
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 7And he went and took the scroll from 
the right hand of him who was seated on 
the throne. 8And when he had taken the 
scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a 
new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and 
by your blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, 10and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.
 
          (please stand) 
 
VERSE Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32 

P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

C death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. 
 

P Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, 

C while He opened to us the Scriptures? Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 21:1–14 (Jesus directs his disciples to catch fish.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
   1After this Jesus revealed himself 
again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this 
way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the 
Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples were together. 3Simon Peter 
said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 
said to him, “We will go with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat, but that 
night they caught nothing. 
   4Just as day was breaking, Jesus 
stood on the shore; yet the disciples did 
not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said 
to them, “Children, do you have any 
fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He 
said to them, “Cast the net on the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” 

So they cast it, and now they were not 
able to haul it in, because of the quantity 
of fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved 
therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he 
was stripped for work, and threw himself 
into the sea. 8The other disciples came 
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, 
for they were not far from the land, but 
about a hundred yards off. 
   9When they got out on land, they saw 
a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out 
on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have 
just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, 153 of them.     (continued…) 
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And although there were so many, the 
net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, 
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none 
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
13Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and so with the fish. 
14This was now the third time that Jesus 
was revealed to the disciples after he 
was raised from the dead. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
     (please sit) 
 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “ ‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” LSB 688, sts. 1-5 
 
SERMON   “153 & ME”  (Text: John 21:1-14) 
                       The Rev. Peter Gueldner 
 
        (please stand) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

C   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,               
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
    (please sit) 
 

CANTICLE HYMN   “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  LSB 940, sts. 1-5D 
 
TITHES AND OFFERING (8:00 ONLY – “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”) 
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        (please stand) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Emboldened by Your mercy, we come before You, O Lord, with the prayers and 
petitions of our hearts and with confidence in Your good and gracious will to 
answer our prayers. 
 
Blessed Lord, You forgave Peter his betrayal and appointed him to feed Your 
sheep. Forgive our sins, restore us to Your service, and bless all that we do that 
it may be to Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P By Your grace, O Lord, You turned Saul from an enemy of Your kingdom into 
Your servant and sent him as an apostle to the Gentiles. Turn the hearts of our 
own rebellion, and by Your Spirit wear down our resistance to Your Word, that 
we also may be bold witnesses to Your mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P As You have willed, O Lord, Your Son established the church. Continue to set 
apart pastors to feed the people of Your pasture upon the food of Your Word and 
Sacraments. Bless Rev. Dr. Harrison, presiding in the Synod; Rev. Dr. Woodford, 
our district president; our district staff as they prepare for the MN South 
Convention; our pastors and all church workers that their service may be fruitful 
and faithful. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P According to Your will, O Lord, You heal the sick. Hear us on behalf of all who 
suffer any ill of body or mind and grant them strength for the day and keep them 
in Your grace to everlasting life. [Hear us especially for . . .] Guard us against 
despair and keep us in the day of trouble. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P By Your grace, O Lord, You have named us as Your own in the baptismal water 
and joined us to Christ’s death and resurrection. Grant that by Your grace we 
may live holy, upright, and godly lives, displaying in our life and conduct the 
goodness of Your love and mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Prayers and petitions for local concerns may be added here. 
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P By Your love You have provided us with a great company of witnesses through 
time and history and encouraged us through their witness. Deliver the grieving 
from their sorrows, [especially . . .], and bring us all together with Your servant 
Paul to behold You face to face in the life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in 
Your mercy. 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR GRACE 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICAMUS 

P   Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
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     (please sit) 
 
HYMN   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  LSB 525, sts. 1-5 
 

P    Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God! 
 

 

*  *  * TO GOD BE THE GLORY *  * 
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