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AS WE GATHER
The verbal command “Hold on!” is one that gets our immediate attention. We know
instinctively that holding on will keep us safe or secure in some way as we journey
through life. The pages of Scripture call us to “hold on” to some very special things. In
the letter to the Hebrews, the writer enjoins us: “Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering” (Hebrews 10:23). Paul directs his coworker, Timothy, (and all
of us) to “Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called” (1 Timothy 6:12) and
encourages him to be “holding faith and a good conscience” (1 Timothy 1:19). Our
worship together gives us the opportunity to hold on not only to our Lord Jesus Christ
but also to one another as we journey on together toward our heavenly home.

Each of God'’s people has a special life story. The book of Jeremiah contains the
messages of a prophet whose calling to speak the Word of the Lord brought him great
distress and many difficulties. Known as the “weeping prophet,” Jeremiah lived out his
life faithfully in challenging historical times. Places associated with him and his life can
still be seen by travelers to Jerusalem, including the cave pit where he was imprisoned
and the grotto where, according to tradition, he wrote the book of Lamentations. God
gave Jeremiah the ability to carry out his mission, saying: “Behold, | make you this day
a fortified city . . . and iron pillar” and promised him: “I am with you . . . to deliver you”
(Jeremiah 1:18-19). God'’s working through faithful people in each generation brings
us the treasure of His Word proclaimed faithfully to this day. That transmitted sacred
Word merits our most careful and thoughtful listening!

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905, sts. 1-4A\
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:89-94

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Forever, O LORD, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.
Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established
the earth, and it stands fast.

By Your appointment they stand this day, for all things are Your servants.
If Your law had not been my delight, | would have perished in my
affliction.

| will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me life.
| am Yours; save me, for | have sought Your precepts.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:
INTROIT
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

Gracious God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by nature
sinful and unclean. Daily we do things we ought not do and do not
live up to our calling as Your people. We are not always careful
listeners to Your Word and take for granted those who faithfully
proclaim it to us. We know that we justly deserve Your punishment in
this life and for eternity. But trusting in Your mercy, we come to You
for forgiveness. Our trust is solely in the merits of Your Son, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us remission of
all our sins and lead us to renewed lives that reflect Your goodness
and love.

God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications and joyfully
restores us to His fold. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and as
His called and ordained servant, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Psalm 55:1, 12-14, 16; antiphon: v. 22
Cast your burden on the LorD, and He will sustain you;
He will never permit the righteous to be moved.

Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not Yourself from my plea for mercy!

For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then | could bear it; it is not an
adversary who deals insolently with me—then | could hide from him.

But itis you, a man, my equal,
my companion, my familiar friend.
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Pastor: We used to take sweet counsel together;
within God’s house we walked in the throng.
But | call to God, and the LorD will save me.

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor: Cast your burden on the LorD, and He will sustain you;
He will never permit the righteous to be moved.

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
Grant, merciful God, pardon and peace to Your faithful people as they cling
to Jesus, our Lord and Savior. With Your abiding care, make us fully able to
avoid all wickedness and deceit. By Your grace, grant us every needful
thing for this life and every blessing in the life to come; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Please sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29
(The prophets bring words of warning from God.)

®Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not
from the mouth of the LoRrD. *'They say continually to those who despise the word of
the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own
heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.”

8For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
%Behold, the storm of the LoRD!

(continued...)
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Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
**The anger of the LorD will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.

14| did not send the prophets,
yet they ran;
| did not speak to them,
yet they prophesied.
*But if they had stood in my council,
then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds.

Z“Am | a God at hand, declares the LorD, and not a God afar off? 2*Can a man hide

himself in secret places so that | cannot see him? declares the LorD. Do | not fill
heaven and earth? declares the LoRD. %I have heard what the prophets have said who
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘| have dreamed, | have dreamed! **How long shall
there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the
deceit of their own heart, *’who think to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? ?®Let
the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lorbp. *°Is not my
word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 (Running the Christian race)

"By faith Abraham, when he was back. “°By faith Isaac invoked future
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who blessings on Jacob and Esau. *'By faith
had received the promises was in the Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the
act of offering up his only son, *®of sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over
whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall the head of his staff. >By faith Joseph,
your offspring be named.” **He at the end of his life, made mention of
considered that God was able even to the exodus of the Israelites and gave
raise him from the dead, from which, directions concerning his bones.

figuratively speaking, he did receive him (continued...)
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3By faith Moses, when he was born,
was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child
was beautiful, and they were not afraid
of the king’s edict. **By faith Moses,
when he was grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
*>choosing rather to be mistreated with
the people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin. *He
considered the reproach of Christ
greater wealth than the treasures of
Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
2'By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid
of the anger of the king, for he endured
as seeing him who is invisible. By faith
he kept the Passover and sprinkled the
blood, so that the Destroyer of the
firstborn might not touch them.

9By faith the people crossed the Red
Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same,
were drowned. *By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they had been

Please stand
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encircled for seven days. *By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because
she had given a friendly welcome to the
spies.

Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of
God.

Consider him who endured from
sinners such hostility against himself, so
that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lector:
People:

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56 (Jesus speaks of His purpose of being on earth.)

Pastor:
People: Gloryto You, O Lord.
*[Jesus said:] “l came to cast fire on
the earth, and would that it were already
kindled! *°I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how great is my
distress until it is accomplished! >'Do
you think that | have come to give peace
on earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division. **For from now on in one house
there will be five divided, three against
two and two against three. **They will be

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

divided, father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

>*He also said to the crowds, “When
you see a cloud rising in the west, you
say at once, ‘A shower is coming.” And
So it happens.

(continued...)
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>>And when you see the south wind

blowing, you say, ‘There will be Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
scorching heat,’ and it happens. *°You People: Praiseto You, O Christ.
hypocrites! You know how to interpret

the appearance of earth and sky, but

why do you not know how to interpret

the present time?”

Please sit
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655, sts. 1-3

SERMON “SOMETHING NEW” (Text: Acts 10:34-36, 45)
The Rev. Peter Gueldner

CANTICLE “lI Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411, sts. 1-2

Please stand

CATECHISM The First Article
Pastor: Together we say the first Article of the Apostles’ Creed.
People: | believein God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

| believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given
me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and
all my senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all | have. He richly and
daily provides me with all that | need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from
all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty
to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

Please sit
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TITHES AND OFFERING

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs:

We pray for the church, that God’s people may live confidently and would
joyfully share the message of salvation in word and deed. And,
remembering those who in each generation have faithfully spoken the
Word of the Lord, we pray for His servants who today bring us the eternal
message from our God through the faithful preaching of Law and Gospel in
our midst. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world, that the presence of Christ be
experienced everywhere around the globe and that the Gospel message
have free course in every land. And we pray for the gift of peace in the
world and in our communities. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and for those who share in our Christian fellowship
and join with us in worship. Help us to never take them for granted that we
may encourage all to share joyfully in our work together to the glory of God.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those with special concerns and needs this day, including
those who are hospitalized or in care facilities, those who are grieving at
this time, the unemployed and underemployed, and the chronically ill and
shut-in, [especially . . . ]. Help us to bring Your blessing to situations of
need in all places. Lord, in Your mercy,

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9—13

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray as our Savior taught us....

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please sit
HYMN “For All the Saints” LSB 677, sts. 1-8
* * *To GoD BE THE GLORY * *
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3.
Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.



