
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

January 2026 VOLUME 26, ISSUE 1 

NEWSLETTER  

Phone: 507.331.6579 
Address: 530 4th Street NW   Faribault, MN 55021    

N EW  CARPET  I NSTALLATION  / 

B IBLE  IN  A  Y EAR  
2 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  /  

GRANDPARENTING  /  

SNOW  TUBING  / B IBLE  B OWL  

3 

K IDSõ PAGE  4 

FARIBAULT  L UTHERAN  SCHOOL  5 

B LOOD  D RIVE  /  J.O.Y. G ROUP  /  

GAME  NIGHT  
6 

N OVEMBER  PASTORSõ REPORT  /   

JANUARY  B IRTHDAYS  
7 

SEMINARY  N EWSLETTER 8 

JANUARY  CALENDAR  9 

D ECEMBER LLB M INUTES  10 

SERVING  T RINITY  / M EMORIALS  11 

CALL  D ECISION   12 

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

A 
 special Votersõ Mtg. will be 
held on Monday, January 5, 
2026, at 6:30 p.m. We will be 

voting on the next pastor to extend a 
call to.  

VOTERSõ CALL MTG. 

W 
e thank God for the pastors who will be serving at 
Trinity in January.  

 

 

January 4 & 18ñRev. Rudy Maurer 

January 11 & 25ñRev. John Meyer 

Saturdays, January 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31ñRev. Dr. Brent Klein 

SERVING AT  TRINITY IN JANUARY 

National Lutheran Schools Week joint worship service will be 
held at Peace Lutheran Church on Sunday, January 25 at 9:00 
a.m. 

   Trinity will NOT have a 10:30 a.m. service on January 25.  

   We will still have the regular 8:00 a.m. service and a 5:30    
service on Saturday. 

òThe steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning.ó ñ Lamentations 3:22ð23  

 

As we step into 2026, we celebrate a fresh start and a faithful 
God. May this new year be filled with His hope, peace,  

and purpose.  

NEW YEAR, NEW MERCIES 
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Bible in a YearñJanuary 

 Jan. 1 ð Read Genesis 1, 2; Luke 1 

 Jan. 2 ð Genesis 3, 4, 5; Luke 2 

 Jan. 3 ð Genesis 6, 7, 8; Luke 3 

 Jan. 4 ð Genesis 9, 10, 11; Luke 4 

 Jan. 5 ð Genesis 12, 13, 14; Luke 5 

 Jan. 6 ð Genesis 15, 16, 17; Luke 6 

 Jan. 7 ð Genesis 18, 19; Psalm 3; Luke 7 

 Jan. 8 ð Genesis 20, 21, 22; Luke 8 

 Jan. 9 ð Genesis 23, 24; Luke 9 

 Jan. 10 ð Genesis 25, 26; Psalm 6; Luke 10 

 Jan. 11 ð Genesis 27, 28; Psalm 4; Luke 11   

 Jan. 12 ð Genesis 29, 30: Luke 12 

 Jan. 13 ð Genesis 31, 32, 33; Luke 13 

 Jan. 14 ð Genesis 34, 35, 36; Luke 14 

 Jan. 15 ð Genesis 37, 38; Psalm 7; Luke 15 

 Jan. 16 ð Genesis 39, 30, 41; Luke 16 

 Jan. 17 ð Genesis 42, 43; Psalm 5; Luke 17 

 Jan. 18 ð Genesis 44, 45, 46; Luke 18 

 Jan. 19 ð Genesis 47, 48; Psalm 10; Luke 19 

 Jan. 20 ð Genesis 49, 50; Psalm 8; Luke 20 

 Jan. 21 ð Exodus 1, 2; Psalm 88; Luke 21 

 Jan. 22 ð Exodus 3, 4, 5; Luke 22 

 Jan. 23 ð Exodus 6, 7, 8; Luke 23 

 Jan. 24 - Exodus 9, 10, 11; Luke 24 

 Jan. 25 ð Exodus 12, 13; Psalm 21; Acts 1 

 Jan. 26 ð Exodus 14, 15, 16; Acts 2 

 Jan. 27 ð Exodus 17, 18, 19, 20; Acts 3 

 Jan. 28 ð Exodus 21, 22; Psalm 12; Acts 4 

 Jan. 29  - Exodus 23, 24; Psalm 14; Acts 5 

 Jan. 30 ð Exodus 25, 26, 27; Acts 6 

 Jan. 31 ð Exodus 28, 29; Acts 7 

NEW CARPET FOR THE SANCTUARY  

N 
ew Carpet for the Sanctu-
ary...the project is underway!  

    We appreciate your flexibility,  
patience and understanding as we work 
through this pro-
ject. Install 
should begin Jan-
uary 6. This 
means that the 
week leading up 
to this will have 
been spent re-
moving pews, 
tearing out old carpet, and scraping off old 
glue.  

   Installation will take place in three major 
phases. The first will be the center aisle 
and all floors to the east. Then the west 
portion, and finally the alter and choir  
areas.  

SERVING TRINITY & FLS 

¶ Rev. Hal Rex Longshore, 
     Visitation Pastor 

¶ Rev. Gatluk, Reat,                                              
     Sudanese Evang. Lutheran  
     Mission Church 

¶ Noel Handberg,    

             Financial Coordinator  

¶ Nancy Simonson, 

              Family Ministry 

¶ Dustin Grund, 

              Property Manager 

¶ Jennifer Kingland,                                         

             Office Manager 

¶ Bill & Mary Jewison,  

             Custodians 

¶ Chrysteena Saehler, 

          FLS Administrator/Principal 

¶ Jeneen Michelson,  

             FLS Administrative  
            Secretary 

   Pews need to be removed and will be 
stored temporarily in the Fellowship Hall 
and narthex. Again, we apologize for any 
inconvenience. This project will be ongo-
ing for approximately 3 1/2 weeks.  

   Volunteers will 
be needed, your 
flexibility and avail-
ability is appreciat-
ed. As the east side 
is being installed, 
we will be working 
on the west side to 

stay one step ahead of the installer. Please 
sign up on the Volunteer sheets on the 
Information Desk if you can help.  

   If you are able to help with meals to feed 
the volunteers, great! Any questions, 
please contact Mike Y. 
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T 
he Sunday School children presented their Christ-
mas service on Saturday, December 13 at 5:30 
p.m. The service was entitled òSilent Nightó.    

 

   For our Sunday School mission 
project, the children used their 
offering money to purchase Christ-
mas gifts for two people from the 
Angel Tree. In January they will 
choose their mission projects for 
the remainder of the year. 

 

S 
unday School resumes on January 4. We welcome 
all new and familiar families to our Bible activities. 
The gift of Godõs Word is a gift that lasts a life-

time! Continue to daily pass that gift to your children and 
grandchildren. 

Join us for Nerf  Time on January 18  
1:00 -3:00ñElementary  

3:30 -5:30ñMiddle/High School  

BETHLEHM  INN  W AS A  SUCCESS 

W 
e had 2 great performances.  We served 
over 147 guests at the performances.  
Thanks to everyone who used their free 

tickets to invite people outside our congregation.  We 
had 90 non-members attend (61%). This is a wonderful, 
non-threatening opportunity for outreach.  

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  N EWS 

G 
rand Monday nights, a 
Monday night Zoom webi-
nar for parents hosted by 

Legacy Coalition will continue in 
January. Use this link to view past 
and future sessions - https://
legacycoalition.com/grand-
monday-nights/. 

 

Trinityõs grandparenting session will be on Monday, 
January 19 at 7 p.m.  Topic will be of viewersõ choice. 

GRANDPARENTING  

JOINT  TUBING /W INTER  FUN  DATE  

T 
rinity, Peace, FLS and Peace Preschool families are 
all invited to a tubing/winter gathering time on 
Sunday, January 11 at Camp Omega from 2-4 p.m.  

   Costs are $5 per person whether you are tubing or not, 
payable on site when you arrive. No sleds or snowboards 
are allowed to be brought by participants.  Hot drinks and 
treats will be available in Upper Beta 
building.  

   This is a great opportunity to get to 
know fellow members of the body of 
Christ! RSVP at the info center or by  
using the QR code. 

January 11 

2-4:00 pm  

at Camp Omega 

JOIN  BIBLE BOWL  2026  

E 
veryone in grades 7-12 is 
invited to participate in 
the April 18, 2026, Youth 

Bible Bowl.  We will be studying 
the Gospel of John (ESV). Our 
first practice will be on Sunday, 
January 4 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
at the church.  Come, learn more 
about Jesus, and have fun with 
your peers.  I hope to see all of 
you there!  Philip S. 
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BLOOD  DRIVE  

Trinity will host a Blood 
Drive for the American Red 

Cross on 
 

Tuesday,  
February 3, 2026 
11 a.m.ð5 p.m. 

 

Please use the Red Cross Donor App, call  
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org and  
enter: Trinity Faribault to schedule an          

appointment. 

T 
hank you, dear 
brothers and sisters 
in Christ, for the 

love and compassion shown 
once again this year. Over 70 
"angels" were gifted this 
Christmas. Your willingness 
to help with this project is 

very much appreciated! We don't often know the 
life situation with which the angel is facing. Time 
and time again the Bible commands we provide 
help to those in need, to love our neighbor as 
ourself...Matthew 25:34-36, James 2:14-16. 

A NGEL  TREE PROJECT:  

VĆíĀ ĥĚ æĆĖ 2ÀĖġÌÀúú Àġ ¢ĖíĀíġĴ 
ZĥġëÙĖÀĀ -ëĥĖÎëˋ _ÙÓæĆĖÓˋ ĆĀ 
¢ëĥĖĚÓÀĴˋ VÀĀĥÀĖĴ ʵʹ Àġ ʻˊʴʴ ēːÿː 

DARTBALL 

GAME NIGHT 

W 
anting to try 
something 
new in 

2026?  Join us for family 
game night on Saturday, 
January 3 from 6:30-
8:30 in the gym.  There 
will be food, fellowship 
and fun.  A great way to 
start a new year!  All ages invited, but not a 
drop off event.  We would love for you to 
join us! 

Ǉ Iõve got the J.O.Y.édown in my heart Ǉ 

Spreading some New Yearõs JOY, I have a hunch, 

By meeting at Faribault Family Restaurant for brunch. 

Tuesday morning, January 20, at 10:30; 

Bringing friends together, how wonderful it will be! 

So, sign up now, donõt hesitate, 

Reservations to be made, better sooner than late. 
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N OVEMBER  PASTORSõ REPORT  

Each month a Pastoral Report is prepared in the Church Office. Classes, meetings, appointments, worship services, visitations and communions 
are tracked and reported by each pastor. In each monthõs newsletter we will be including the most recent form on file (November 2025).  

        

              

 

 

Home                
Visits 

 

 

Hospi-

tal or 
Jail  

 

 

Office    
Visits 

 

Pro-
spect 
Calls 

Shut Ins/   
Others  
Com-

muned     
Privately 

 

Shut Ins/   
Others            

Visited- No 
Communion     

 

NH     
Worship  
Attended 

 

NH                  
Worship 

Com-
muned 

 

 

Worship 
Services 

 

 

Classes 
Taught 

                                              

 

Mtgs. / 
Conferences 
 Attend 

Guest/Visitation 
Pastors 

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 15 7 ~ 

Lay Members 0 0 0 0 8 1 44 32 5 4 ~ 

Official Acts:  

Baptisms:  Raelynn and Colton  

Transfer In: 0 

Profession of Faith/Affirmation of Baptism: 0 

Released/Removed: 0  

Weddings: 0 

Transfers Out: 0 

Confirmed: 0 

Deaths/Funerals: 0 

Rev. Gatluk Reat November Report: 
Sudanese Evangelical Lutheran Mission Church 

 
 

Attendance 
Week 1 - 30; Week 2 - 28; Week 3 - 32; 

Week 4 - 45 
 

Worship Services conducted in  
Nuer & English in person and online. 

Notes: Pastor Odom ð taught 2 confirmation classes for 7/8 graders; 
Guest Pastors ð led 15 worship services and 5 Sunday Bible studies; 
Elders led 5 nursing home services; Lay leaders taught 4 confirmation classes for 5/6 graders 

Happy January Birthday!  

Omitted from web version for privacy  

reasons. Please contact Jennie in 

the church office or pick up a printed 

copy of the newsletter for a list of this 

monthôs birthdays. 

http://cyberbrethren.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Screen-shot-2010-09-12-at-1.53.44-PM.png
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M ERRY  CHRISTMAS  FROM  M AX , H ALEY  & E VERETT  JOHNSON  


