
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28 & March 1, 2026 

5:30 PM & 8:00 AM 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

OPENING HYMN       “The Old Rugged Cross”        stanzas 1-4 
1.  On a hill far away stood an old 

rugged cross, 
 The emblem of suffering and shame; 
 And I love that old cross where the 

dearest and best 
 For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
 
Refrain 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
 Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
 I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
 And exchange it some day for a crown. 
 
2.  O that old rugged cross, so despised 

by the world, 
 Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
 For the dear Lamb of God left His glory 

above 
 To bear it to dark Calvary. 
 Refrain 
 

 
3.  In that old rugged cross, stained with 

blood so divine, 
 A wondrous beauty I see, 
 For ’twas on that old cross Jesus 

suffered and died, 
 To pardon and sanctify me.  
Refrain 
 
 
4.  To the old rugged cross I will ever be 

true; 
 Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
 Then He’ll call me some day to my 

home far away, 
 Where His glory forever I’ll share. 
Refrain 
 
Words: Geroge Bennard, 1913. Music and Setting: 

George Bennard, 1913. Public domain

 
 

      Please stand 
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INVOCATION 

P We begin our service in the name of the Father, and of the +Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.     

C Amen!                                 
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P  Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed You in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve Your punishment both now 
and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins and trusting in my Savior, 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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P  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C  Amen 
 

PSALM 121 (Spoken responsively) 

P
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills. From 
where does my help come? 
 

C 
2My help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 

 

P
 3He will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 

C
 4Behold, he who keeps Israel will 
neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

P
 5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is 
your shade on your right hand. 

C
  6The sun shall not strike you by 
day, nor the moon by night. 

 

P
 7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life. 
 

C
 8The LORD will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this time 
forth and forevermore. 

 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON 

       AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, 

       IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER.   AMEN. 
  

       Please be seated 
 

 

FIRST READING    Genesis 12:1-9 

L The First Reading is from Genesis, chapter 12, verses 1-9.

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. 2And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I 
will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.” 
   4So Abram went, as the LORD had told 
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people that they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out to 

go to the land of Canaan. When they 
came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram 
passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built there an altar to the 
LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From 
there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
And there he built an altar to the LORD 
and called upon the name of the LORD. 
9And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING    Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 

L The Second Reading is from Romans, chapter 4, verses 1-8 and 13-17. 
 

   
1What then shall we say was gained by 

Abraham, our forefather according to 
the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. 3For what 
does the Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who 
works, his wages are not counted as a 
gift but as his due. 5And to the one who 
does not work but trusts him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness, 6just as David also 
speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart 
from works: 
7“Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered; 8blessed is the man against 
whom the Lord will not count his sin.” ...  

  13For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but 

through the righteousness of faith. 14For 
if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is 
no transgression. 
   16That is why it depends on faith, in 
order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of 
the law but also to the one who shares 
the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 

 
HOLY GOSPEL    John 3:1-17 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, from the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

   1Now there was a man of the 
Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, 
for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can a man be born when 

he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God. 6That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’  
 

(continued…) 
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8The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 
   9Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
these things be?” 10Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? 
11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what 
we have seen, but you do not receive 
our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13No one has ascended into heaven 
except he who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
   16“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 17For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

  C Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORY (LENT) 

 

 

           Please be seated 
 

(8:00 ONLY) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON HYMN      “God Loved the World So That He Gave”     LSB 571, sts. 1-6 
 
SERMON    5:30 – “FAITH” (Text: John 3:1-17) The Rev. Dr. Brent Klein 
   

                          8:00 – “A LATE-NIGHT DISCUSSION”  (Text: John 3:1-17)  
                                     The Rev. John Meyer 
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CANTICLE   “All Depends on Our Possessing”  LSB 732, sts. 1-2, 5-6
 
      Please stand 
 
CREED Apostles’ Creed 

C   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,               
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead.                  
     He ascended into heaven                                                           
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

      Please be seated 
 
TITHES & OFFERING  (8:00 ONLY – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”) 
   

     Please stand 
 
KYRIE 
 
        
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

P Let us pray as our Savior taught us… 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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ADDITIONAL PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 

      Each intercession ends with the words   P  “Lord, in Your mercy,” 

      to which the congregation responds,       C  “hear our prayer.” 
 
(5:30PM ONLY) PRAYER FOR PEACE 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

 

 

 
 
 
(8:00AM ONLY) PRAYER FOR GRACE 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God. Defend us with Your 
mighty power and grant that we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, 
but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in 
Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICAMUS 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
   

      Please be seated 
 

HYMN      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”     LSB 427, sts. 1-4 
 

P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!        *  *  * TO GOD BE THE GLORY *  *  * 
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