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Greetings in the name of the Lord, 

T 
rinity stands at the beginning of a new 
moment in its history. A pastor has been 
called. Installation is on May 3rd, and a 

long vacancy has ended. I too stand at the begin-
ning of a new moment. My family has left its 
home in Iowa for a home in Minnesota. We have 
kissed our friends goodbye and shed many tears 
for those we love in Rock Rapids and Larch-
wood. God once asked Elijah, òElijah, what are 

you doing here?ó And he asks the same of you and me. On the threshold of 
this new moment, what are we doing here?  

   There are many answers we could offer. Some people join a church because 
it has a great childrenõs program. Some join a church because they enjoy the 
preaching or the worship of that congregation. Most people join a church be-
cause of a relationship. They have friends or family who attend with them. 
But while a vibrant childrenõs ministry is a blessing and good preaching is im-
portantñwhile music can move the soul and friends and family make a 
church feel like homeñare any of these things a sufficient reason to join a 
church? When God asks, òWhat are you doing here?ó can we offer any of 
these things as a sufficient answer? No. What good is a church if it is reducible 
to these things?  

   But a church is not reducible to these things. Over the long Easter season, 
we read many of the resurrection stories from the Gospels. What they all 
have in common is the revelation of Christ to the eyes of faith. Take Luke 24 
and the road to Emmaus as an example. Two disciples meet Jesus on the road 
to Emmaus. But even though they see the man walking beside them, they 
donõt òseeó Jesus because they do not recognize him, not until òhe took the 
bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.ó Then they see him! Jesus 
vanishes, but they remember how their hearts burned within them as Jesus 
òtalked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures.ó Jesus is         
revealed to them in the reading of the Word and the breaking of the bread, 
the Scriptures and the Supper. To these means of grace, we add a third, Bap-
tism, for the one who is baptized in the name of Jesus is grafted into him by 
the gift of the Spirit as a branch onto a vine. The Word, Baptism, and the 
Lordõs Supperñwho else has these things? What other organization has 
Christ?  

(continued on next pageé) 
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FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED... 

   God asks us, òWhat are you doing here?ó 
This is our response: òWe have come here, 
O Lord, seeking Christ.ó We seek and find 
him in the means of grace. 

   Martin Luther once said, òLearn, yea, 
learn I say, what a treasure you have in the 
Word of our Lord Jesus Christ: that there is 
no other help and aid against the devil, sin, 
and eternal death than to cling to the Word 
of Christ, that is, to believe his promise to 
make bold to take him at his word.ó The 
Word of Christ is the treasure of the 
Church because it is the means by which we 
know Christ today. Indeed, the Word of 
Christ is the means by which Christ enters 
every situation. What makes the childrenõs 
ministry wonderful? Christ. Why is the ser-
mon central? Christ. Why baptize, why 
confirm, why receive the Sacrament? Why 
sing? Why encourage your family and 
friends to worship with you? The answer to 
all of this is Jesus. We seek Jesus. He is the 

reason we are gathered here. As the Greeks 
once said to Philip, òLord, we would see 
Jesus!ó  

   As I take up this ministry, I do so with 
the expectation that my family and I will 
call Faribault our home for a long time to 
come. In the years ahead, I want to seek 
Christ with all of you. I want to find Christ 
in the means of grace. I intend to bring 
Christ into every situation by taking his 
Word to those in need, which is all of us. I 
know that through your long history, this 
has been your goal as well. Why build a 
church and school if not to bring Christõs 
Word to those who need it? So in all that 
we do together, let us work single-
mindedly toward that goal. If we seek him, 
we will find him. In Jesusõ name, Amen. 

ñ-Pastor Alex 

Bible in a YearñMay 

SERVING TRINITY & FLS 

¶ Rev. Alex Sloter,  

   Senior Pastor 

¶ Rev. Hal Rex Longshore, 

  Visitation Pastor 

¶ Rev. Gatluk, Reat,                                              
  Sudanese Evang. Lutheran  
  Mission Church 

¶ Noel Handberg,    
  Financial Coordinator  

¶ Nancy Simonson, 

  Family Ministry 

¶ Dustin Grund, 

  Property Manager 

¶ Jennifer Kingland,                                         

  Office Manager 

¶ Bill & Mary Jewison,  

  Custodians 

¶ Chrysteena Saehler, 

 FLS Administrator/Principal 

¶ Jeneen Michelson,  
  FLS Administrative  
  Secretary 

May 1 ð I Chronicles 14,15; Psalm 132;  Matthew 18 

May 2 ð I Chronicles 16; Psalm 106; Matthew 19 

May 3 ð II Samuel 7; I Chronicles 17; Psalm 2; Matthew 20 

May 4 ð II Samuel 8,9; I Chronicles 18;   Matthew 21 

May 5 ð II Samuel 10; I Chronicles 19,20; Psalm 20;  
              Matthew 22 

May 6 ð II Samuel 11,12; Psalm 51; Matthew 23 

May 7 ð II Samuel 13,14; Matthew 24 

May 8 ð II Samuel 15,16; Psalm 32; Matthew 25 

May 9 ð II Samuel 17; Psalm 71; Matthew 26 

May 10 ð II Samuel 18; Psalm 56; Matthew 27 

May 11 ð II Samuel 19,20; Psalm 55; Matthew 28 

May 12 ð II Samuel 21,22,23; I Thessalonians 1 

May 13 ð II Samuel 24; I Chronicles 21; Psalm 30;  
                I Thessalonians 2 

May 14ðI Chronicles 22,23,24;  I Thessalonians 3 

May 15 ð I Chronicles 25,26,27; I Thessalonians 4 

May 16 ð I Kings 1; I Chronicles 28; Psalm 91; I Thess. 5 

May 17 ð I Kings 2; I Chronicles 29; Psalm 95; II Thess. 1 

May 18 ð I Kings 3; II Chronicles 1; Psalm 78; II Thess. 2 

May 19 ð I Kings 4,5; II Chronicles 2; Psalm 101; II Thess. 3 

May 20 ð I Kings 6; II Chronicles 3; Psalm 97; Romans 1 

May 21 ð I Kings 7; Chronicles 4; Psalm 98; Romans 2 

May 22 ð I Kings 8; II Chronicles 5; Psalm 99; Romans 3 

May 23 ð I I Chronicles 6,7; Psalm 135; Romans 4 

May 24 ð I Kings 9:11; II Chronicles 8; Psalm 136; Romans 5 

May 25 ð I Kings 10,11; II Chronicles 9; Romans 6 

May 26 ð Proverbs 1,2,3; Romans 7 

May 27 ð Proverbs 4,5,6; Romans 8 

May 28 ð Proverbs 7,8,9; Romans 9 

May 29 ð Proverbs 10,11,12; Romans 10 

May 30 ð Proverbs 13,14,15; Romanõs 11 

May 31 ð Proverbs 16,17,18; Romans 12 
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WELCOME OUR NEW PASTOR: REV. ALEX AND THE SLOTER FAMILY 

T 
rinity is blessed to welcome Pastor 
Alex as he begins his ministry 
among us. We want to share some 

background and fun tidbits to get a jump 
start on getting to know our new Shepherd 
and his family.   
 

   Pastor Alex was not raised in the Lutheran tradition, his 
faith journey has been shaped by a deep love for Christ and 
a growing appreciation for Lutheran teaching. Pastor Alex 
grew up in the Evangelical Free Church in Boone, Iowa, 
and was drawn to Lutheran theology through the centrality 
of Christ and the clarity of the Small Catechism, especially its 
teaching on Baptism. 
  

   He graduated from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis in 
2020, and Trinity is now his second call. Pastor Alex brings 
with him a thoughtful spirit, a love of learning, and a sense 
of humorñespecially when he admits that, despite enjoying 
new skills, òI canõt use a saw to save my life.ó 
  

   Pastor Alex and his wife, Ashlie, have been married for 
13 years. Ashlie was not raised in a Christian home, but 
came to faith in high school and was baptized at Pastor 
Alexõs home church. She now homeschools their four boys 
and is known for her exceptional bakingñespecially her 
beautifully decorated frosted sugar cookies.  When sheõs 
not teaching or baking, she enjoys puzzles and all kinds of 
games. 

Their family is lively, joyful, and full of per-
sonality: 
 
 Alexander (7) loves Minecraft, Sonic, and 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. He also enjoys 
tools and fixing thingsñperhaps making up 
for his dadõs saw skills. 

 

¶ Samuel (5) is energetic, fun-loving, and always on 
the move. He loves candy, wrestling, and absolutely 
cannot stand being bored. 

 

¶ John (3) was affectionately nicknamed òthe very 
naughty babyó by his father at just six months old. 
He is loving, headstrong, and full of imagination. 
His favoriteñand onlyñgame is òarmy,ó and every-
thing must be military-themed. 

 

¶ Leo (almost 2) enjoys shoulder rides and trips in 
the truck with Dad. After his brothers fall asleep, he 
often sneaks out of bed to stay up late watching TV 
with Mom and Dad. He is a very sweet and gentle 
little boy. 

 

    We are grateful to welcome Pastor Alex, Ashlie, and 
their boys into our church family. Please join us in pray-
ing for them as they settle into their new home and 
begin this next chapter of ministry at Trinity. 

 
ñMitch M., LLB Chair 

VBS 2026 
Ages 3 through grade 6 

July 26-30, 6-8 pm 

Light evening meal served at 5:30 in the gym. 

 

Registration will open May 1 
for our VBS!  You can register 
through our website (see link) 
or at https://vbspro.events/
p/715e28 or sign the forms 
found on the information  
center or use this QR code: 

https://vbspro.events/p/715e28
https://vbspro.events/p/715e28
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O 
n April 7, grandparents viewed a vid-
eo entitled: Not Too Late: A Story of 
Redemption and Hope ð Trusting 

God When You Canõt See the Ending.  
   It featured a story about a gentleman who 
had spent time in jail, but yet came to know 
Christ.  

   Our next video will be on Tuesday, May 19 
at 6:30 p.m. in the music room entitled:  
Winning Well ð Grandparentsõ Role in Shap-
ing Character. We will explore our cultureõs 
view and Godõs perspective on sports. 

   You can watch the free zoom meetings held every 
Monday year round at the Legacy Coalition web-
site: legacycoalition.org. Past videos are archived at 
this same website.  

 

  The first topic for Mayõs online Grand Mondays is: 

May 4, 2026 

Grand Faith - The Grandparentõs Guide to 
Raising World Changers 

Rhonda Stoppe, Author, Podcaster 

GRANDPARENTING  CLASSES 

2 nd graders and their parents had their 
First Bible Faith Legacy class on April 
26. Children were given their own 

Bible to mark with the favorite passages of 
their parents and grandparents. A blessing 
event will take place sometime in May. 

M 
ay 17 is the last day of Sunday School for 
the school year.  On that Sunday, we will 
have games for students and their parents. 

 

   This semester our   
offering goal was to help 
with Braille resources 
and educating a child 
through World Vision.  
We have exceeded our 
goal.  

   We had 3 Sunday 
School students give $50 
each from their own 
money to our Sunday 
School òJesusó offerings. What a generous example 
they set for us all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 
rinity will have a Vacation Bible School on 
July 26-30, 6-8:00 p.m. for children ages 3 
through those entering 6th grade.   

   Volunteers are needed to make this happen.  If you 
are interested in helping, please contact Nancy          
Simonson.  

   Online registration will open on May 1 through the 
link on our website or at https://vbspro.events/
p/715e28. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  N EWS  

https://legacycoalition.com/gmnepisode/not-too-late-a-story-of-redemption-and-hope-trusting-god-when-you-cant-see-the-ending/
https://legacycoalition.com/gmnepisode/not-too-late-a-story-of-redemption-and-hope-trusting-god-when-you-cant-see-the-ending/
https://legacycoalition.com/gmnepisode/not-too-late-a-story-of-redemption-and-hope-trusting-god-when-you-cant-see-the-ending/
https://legacycoalition.com/gmnepisode/winning-well-grandparents-role-in-shaping-character/
https://legacycoalition.com/gmnepisode/winning-well-grandparents-role-in-shaping-character/
https://vbspro.events/p/715e28
https://vbspro.events/p/715e28
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B ACCALAUREATE  SERVICE  

C 
ONGREGATIONAL BACCALAUREATE       
SERVICE in honor of Trinity High School 
graduates will be held on Sunday, May 31 at 

8:00 a.m. Quilts made by Trinity quilt-makers will 
be given to the graduates during the service.  

     If you or your child is graduating this spring, 
please contact the church office, 331-6579, by  
May 16.  

R ED  CROSS B LOOD  D RIVE  AT  T RINITY  

Blood Drive  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Faribault 

Fellowship Hall 
530 4th Street NW 
Faribault, MN 55021 

 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Please use the Red Cross Donor App, call 1-800-RED Cross (1-800-733-2767) or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter; TrinityFaribault to schedule an appointment. 

Get summer ready! Come to give blood May 18-31 for an exclusive Red Cross beach towel, ltd. qty! 

CONFIRMED  IN  CHRIST  

T 
hanksgiving to God for the six 
young people being Confirmed 
in Christ this year and publicly 

professing their faith in the saving grace 
of our Lord Jesus. A special Confirma-
tion Service will be held on Sunday, May 
10 at 10:30 a.m.  

T  Summer Jo D. 

T  Claire Elizabeth K. 

T  Bentley Douglas Kane L. 

T  Paduam (Ty) R. 

T  William Dennis R. 

T  Abigail Marie S. 

µĆÿÙĀ MĀ _íĚĚíĆĀ Ĳíúú ëÀıÙ ĆĥĖ ĖÙçĥúÀĖ ÿÙÙġíĀç ĆĀ

¢ëĥĖĚÓÀĴˋ _ÀĴ ʶʵ Àġ ʵˊʴʴ ēːÿː 

¢ëÙĖÙ Ĳíúú `f¢ ÌÙ À VĥĀÙ µĆÿÙĀ MĀ _íĚĚíĆĀ ÿÙÙġíĀçː 

W OMEN  I N  M ISSION  
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M ARCH  PASTORSõ REPORT  

Each month a Pastoral Report is prepared in the Church Office. Classes, meetings, appointments, worship services, visitations and communions 
are tracked and reported by each pastor. In each monthõs newsletter we will be including the most recent form on file (March 2026).  

        

              

 

 

Home                
Visits 

 

 

Hospi-

tal or 

 

 

Office    
Visits 

 

Pro-
spect 
Calls 

Shut Ins/   
Others  
Com-

muned     
Privately 

 

Shut Ins/   
Others            

Visited- No 
Communion     

 

NH     
Worship  
Attended 

 

NH                  
Worship 

Com-
muned 

 

 

Worship 
Services 

 

 

Classes 
Taught 

                                              

 

Mtgs. / 
Conferences 
 Attend 

Guest/Visitation 
Pastors 

0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 16 / 2* 8 ~ 

Lay Members 0 0 0 0 16 1 54 39 5 4 ~ 

Official Acts:  

Baptisms: 0 

Transfer In: 0 

Profession of Faith/Affirmation of Baptism: 9 Char B.; Angela 
E. (Carter, Colby, Chloe); Cassandra M.; Jacob & ShayLynn 
V. (Everett) 

Released/Removed: 0 

Weddings: 0 

Transfers Out: 2 LeRoy & Kellie T. 

Confirmed: 0 

Deaths/Funerals: 2 Audrey D., Harold òSargeó S. 

Rev. Gatluk Reat March Report: 
Sudanese Evangelical Lutheran Mission Church 

 
 

Attendance 
Week 1 ð 36; Week 2 ð 30;  

Week 3 ð 40; Week 4 ð 75 (Palm Sunday) 
 

Worship Services conducted in  
Nuer & English in person and online. 

Notes: Pastors led 16 worship services & 2 funeral services, taught 4 Adult Bible classes & 4 confirmation classes  
(7th/8 th grade);  Elders and Lay leaders led 5 nursing home services, taught 4 confirmation classes (5th/6 th grade) 
*2 funeral services 

Happy May Birthday!  

S 
pecial Greetings to Trinityõs Octogenarian and Nonagenarian members with May birthdays.  We ask that 

you remember our fellow members in your prayers and help brighten their day with a card or visit. 

Omitted from web version for privacy  

reasons. Please contact Jennie in the church 

office or pick up a printed copy of the  

newsletter for a list of this monthôs birthdays. 

http://cyberbrethren.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Screen-shot-2010-09-12-at-1.53.44-PM.png
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
8:00 Menõs Bible  
    Study 
12:30-4:00 FLS 
  FH Kitchen 
3:30 Confirmation 
  Exams (Conf. Rm) 

2 

5:30 Worship 
   Service 
 
 
 

3 8:00 Worship  

   Worship 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:20 Youth Bible Study 
10:30 Connection ðc 
2:00 Installation 
  Service &  
  Reception 
 
 

4 9:00 Bible Study 
3:30 Sunday  
    Worship on TV 
6:30 Womenõs Bible 
   Study 
 

 

 

 

5 9:00 Staff Mtg. 

2-2:45 FLS (FH) 
2:30-3:30 Violins  
3:30 Sunday Wor- 
  ship on TV  
4:15 Community     
    Cathedral Café 
 
 
 

 

6 

8:30 FLS Chapel 
9:00 Quilting  
2:30 New  
   Perspective -c 
4:00 Pleasant  View 
   Estates -c 
6:00 Connection 
   (Schaferõs) 
6:00 Choir Potluck 
   (Off site) 

7 
10:00 Prayer Group 
  (Marilyn Steeleõs) 
5:45-7:45 AHG Field 
    Day Troop Mtg. (FH,  
    Sanc., N/YR, MR) 
6:00 FLS Brd. Mtg.  
    (Peace) 

6:30 LLB Mtg.  

National Day of 
Prayer 

8 
8:00 Menõs Bible  
    Study 
12:30-4:00 FLS 
  FH Kitchen 
3:30-6:00 Recital 
  Rehearsal (Gym) 
 

PTO Spring  
Carnival (Off site) 

9 
10am-9pm Dance 
  Performance  
   (gym) 
1-4:00 Graduation 
  Party (FH) 
5:30 Worship  
    Service ðc 
    
 

 

10 8:00 Worship ðc 

9:15 Confirmation  
   Rehearsal & Photos 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:20 Youth Bible Study 
10:30 Connection ðc 
   (Confirmation  
     Sunday) 
 

 
 

11 
9:00 Bible Study 
3:30 Sunday  
    Worship on TV 

6:00 Trumpsõ Bible 
      Study (off site) 
6:30 Womenõs Bible 
   Study 
6:30 AHG Leadersõ 
   Mtg. 
 
 

 

12 9:00 Staff Mtg. 
2-2:45 FLS (FH) 
2:30-3:30 Violins  

4:15 Community     
    Cathedral Café  
4:30-5:15 LEGO 
 Club (Fellowship H) 
 

13  
9:00 Quilting  
10:30 Outdoor  
    Chapel (Peace) 
1:00 Mill City ðc 
 
    
 
 

 
 

14 
10:00 Prayer Group 
  (Marilyn Steeleõs) 
2:00 Human Care 
6:00 FLS Spring 
  Sing (Gym) 

 

Ascension Day 
 

15 
8:00 Menõs Bible  
    Study 
12:30-4:00 FLS 
  FH Kitchen 
5-7:00 AHG Derby 
  (Gym) 
 

 
 

 
 

16 
9-10:00 Sanctuary 
  Reserved 
1:45 AHG Girls 
  Arrive 
3:00 AHG Spring 
  Awards Ceremony 
5:30 Worship  
    Service  

 

 
 

17 8:00 Worship  

9:15 Adult Bible Study 
9:15 Sunday School 
9:15 Confirmation 
9:20 Youth Bible Study 
10:30 Connection ðc 
1:00 Piano Recital  
  (Sanc. & FH) 

Last Day of Sunday 
School 

18 
9:00 Bible Study 
3:30 Sunday  
    Worship on TV 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
9:00 Staff Mtg. 
12:30-3:00 JOY (FH) 
2:30-3:30 Violins  
3:30 Sunday Wor- 
  ship on TV  
4:15 Community     
    Cathedral Café  
6:30 Eldersõ Mtg. 
6:30 Grandparenting 
  Night (MR) 

20 

8:30 FLS Chapel 
9:00 Quilting  
10:00 Milestone ðc 
3:30 Faribault 
   Senior Living ðc 
 
 
 

 

21 
10:00 Prayer Group 
  (Marilyn Steeleõs) 
1:00 Women In 
  Mission 
 

 
 
 

 

22  
8:00 Menõs  
    Bible Study 
12:30-4:00 FLS 
  FH Kitchen 
 

 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

23 
5:30 Worship  
    Service ðc 
 

 

24 8:00 Worship -c 

9:15 Adult Bible Study 
10:30 Connection 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
3:30 Sunday  
    Worship on TV 

6:00 Trumpsõ Bible 
      Study (off site) 
 
 

Memorial Day 
No School / Church 

Office Closed 

26 9:00 Staff Mtg. 

11-5:00 Blood  
   Drive (FH) 
2:30-3:30 Violins 

4:15 Community     
    Cathedral Café  
6:30 Property Brd 
 

 

27 
9:00 Quilting  
 
 

 

FLS Fun in the Sun 
 

28 
10:00 Prayer Group 
  (Marilyn Steeleõs) 
1:00 Kindergarten 
  Graduation (Sanc.) 
6:00 8th Graduation 
   (Trinity)  
 

29  
8:00 Menõs  
    Bible Study 
12:00 FLS Dismissal 
 

Last Day of 
School 

Parent Drive Day 

 

30 
5:30 Worship  
    Service ðc 

 

31 8:00 Worship -c 

  Baccalaureate 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 
10:30 Worship ðc 

Trinity Sunday 

 

Maddens Pastors Conference May 11-13 (Gull Lake) 



 

PAGE 12  VOLUME 26, ISSUE 5  

M ERRY  CHRISTMAS  FROM  M AX , H ALEY  & E VERETT  JOHNSON  


