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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR...

Dear Trinity,

ummer is officially here,

along with all the blessings it

brings. My kids are enjoying
T-Ball and Little League, and I'm
sure yours have found things to do
as well. Hopefully, amidst the hustle
and bustle of summer, you also find
time to enjoy what God has made,
camping, fishing, hiking, and giving
thanks to God through all of it.

However, sometimes we get so
wrapped up in the gifts of God that we
forget the Giver. I remember my par-
ents recording us opening gifts every
Christmas to send a copy to my grand-
parents. This was back in the days of
camcorders and film, which meant that
shooting second takes was difficult. Be-
fore unwrapping gifts, my parents
would remind us, “Make sure you say
thank you to the person who gave it.”
And if we didn’t say thank you, dad had
to rewind the film, find just the right
spot, and try again. It’s good for parents
to remind children that the gift itself is
less important than the giver. In fact,
the gift has meaning because of who
gave it. The object itself could be pur-
chased at Walmart, but when it is given
by a specific person, it becomes a sign of
love to the one who receives it. That is
the real meaning of every gift.

Each day, we are surrounded by the
gifts of God. The first gift is existence.
There is no law of nature that caused us
to exist. But God willed it, so here we
are. Every morning is a sign of God’s
love, despite any pain that may accom-

pany getting out of bed, because we

TS

have received the gift of life for anoth-
er day. All those activities we enjoy
over the summer take place in a world
that God created for the purpose of
sustaining life. And look how rich that
life is! There are thousands of fish in
Minnesota lakes, millions of plants
that decorate the ground, and space
everywhere you look for human en-
deavor. God created all of this, and he
presented it to us as his great gift.
What we should see in creation is not
an object that sprang into existence as
an accident of physics, but a sign of
God’s love to the ones who receive it,
you and me.

So while we enjoy our summer, I
would encourage everyone in the par-
ish to remember to give thanks. In
your heart certainly, but also in the
gathering of believers. There is a gift
we receive in the Church that we find
nowhere else, the body and blood of
Christ. But we also worship as we can
nowhere else, offering our praise and
thanks to God in the company of
saints and angels. Christ says that he is
present where two or three are gath-
ered, but why restrict ourselves to
two or three? Why not assemble as a
hundred, lifting up our thanks and

praise with the multitude of believers?

July 2026

As we go about our summer, I
would encourage you to give thanks,
and to remember these words from
Hebrews 10:24-25, “Let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and
good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing

”»
near.

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Alex
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new Church

Directory is

on the way,
and we want every
household to be includ-
ed. Photo dates have
been scheduled for Au-
gust 1722, giving families several op-
portunities to participate. Watch the
Weekly Announcements for details on
how to sign up for your photo session.
Being part of the directory is a simple but
meaningful way to help our church family
stay connected.

As we look ahead to summer, we’re
also excited to share that Vacation Bible
School is July 26-30 from 6-8:00 p.m.
VBS is one of the best outreach opportu-
nities of the year — a joyful, Christ-cen-
tered week where children learn, sing,

play, and grow in faith.
It’s a wonderful chance
to invite neighbors,
friends, and extended
family to experience the
love of Jesus in a fun and
welcoming environment. Children ages 3
through Grade 6 are invited to join us. Reg-
istration is now open at: https://
vbspro.events/p/715e28.

Let’s pray for a summer filled with con-
nection, encouragement, and God’s bless-
ings on all who participate.

Mitch M.

If you have a topic for me to address or a
comment, please email the church office.

July 1 —Isaiah 1, 2, 3; Titus 3
July 2 —Isaiah 4, 5; Psalm 115, 116; Jude

Bible in a Year—Tuly

July 17 —TIsaiah 29, 30, 31; James 1

July 3 —Isaiah 6, 7; II Chronicles 26, 27; Philemon
July 4 — I Kings 15, 16; Hosea 1; Hebrews 1

July 5 —Hosea 2, 3, 4, 5; Hebrews 2

July 6 —Hosea 6, 7, 8, 9; Hebrews 3

July 7—Hosea 10, 11, 12; Psalm 73; Hebrews 4
July 8 — Hosea 13, 14; Psalm 100, 102; Hebrews 5
July 9 —Micah 1, 2, 3, 4; Hebrews 6

July 10 — Micah 5, 6, 7; Hebrews 7

July 11 —Isaiah 8, 9, 10; Hebrews 8

July 12 —Isaiah 11, 12, 13, 14; Hebrews 9

July 13 —Isaiah 15, 16, 17, 18; Hebrews 10

July 14 — Isaiah 19, 20, 21; Hebrews 11

July 15 —Isaiah 22, 23, 24, Hebrews 12

July 16 —Isaiah 25, 26, 27, 28; Hebrews 13

July 18 —Isaiah 32, 33, 34, 35; James 2

July 19 —1I Kings 17; II Chronicles 28; Psalm 46; James 3
July 20 —1I Chronicles 29, 30, 31; James 4

July 21 —1II Kings 18, 19; II Chronicles 32; James 5
July 22 —TIsaiah 36, 37; Psalm 76; I Peter 1

July 23 —1I Kings 20; Isaiah 38; 39; Psalm 75; I Peter 2
July 24 —Isaiah 40, 41, 42; I Peter 3

July 25 —Isaiah 43, 44, 45; 1 Peter 4

July 26 —Isaiah 46, 47, 48, 49; I Peter 5

July 27 — Isaiah 50, 51, 52; Psalm 92; I Peter 1

July 28 —Isaiah 53, 54, 55, 56; II Peter 2

July 29 —Isaiah 57, 58, 59; Psalm 103; II Peter 3

July 30 — Isaiah 60, 61, 62; John 1

July 31 — Isaiah 63, 64; Psalm 107; John 2
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Vacation Bible School

Free for all students ages 3 through grade 6
July 26-30, 6-8 p.m.
Light supper served at 5:30

Register here https://vbspro.events/p/715e28,
use this QR code or use a paper registration sheet
available at the information center in the Narthex.

If you wish to volunteer, please contact Nancy Simonson.

Monetary donations are welcome.
A donation board of needed supplies is posted.
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KIDS PAGE

Transform slice-and-bake
cookies into cheerful lollipop
treats and share
a few edible smiles.

What you need:
¢ 1 roll refrigerated sugar
cookie dough
e Knife
¢ Baking sheet
* Wooden craft sticks
* Frosting
* Sprinkles
¢ Clear treat bags
e Ribbon

What you do:

1. Freeze the cookie dough for 15 to 20
minutes to firm it up, then slice into Y4-inch
rounds.

2. Place cookies on a baking sheet about
2 inches apart.

3. Bake at 350 degrees for 5 minutes.

4. Remove from the oven and gently press a
wooden stick halfway into the bottom of
each cookie.

5. Return to the oven and bake 3 to 5 more
minutes, until lightly golden.

6. Let cookies cool completely.

7. Decorate with frosting to create smiling
faces and add sprinkles.

8. Slip each cookie pop into a treat bag and
tie with ribbon.

RUZZ i
SRR CCIEON
JOYFUL PSALMS

Psalm 146, 147, 148, 149 and 150 are happy songs of praise.
They all begin and end with the same sentence.

Put the words below in alphabetical order in the boxes. Then read down

32

the second column to discover the special sentence from Psalms!

FEAST
KHAKI
MOUTH
ESSAY
LLAMA
ORBIT
CARRY
UDDER
BRUSH
ITEMS
APPLE
LEARN

jpdo 8y asied lemsuy

©ChurchArt Online
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUN AND SERVICETHIS SUMMER:

uly 7 — Play dough making Party, 2 p.m. > 3 njoy an afternoon in the fragrance
in the Fellowship Hall. Bring the kids ] ' of the outdoors and lavender. We
and make dough! Bring your own pan : * are organizing a group to visit the
and ingredients. (Food coloring and vegetable - Barnyard Lavender Farm in Farmington
oil will be provided.) Recipe can be found on 0" on Wednesday, July 8 at 2 p.m. You may
the information desk or contact Nancy Simon- ¥ take a tour for $5 per person or pick your
son. We need only certain colors. If you wish own lavender for $10 or both. Please sign
to make your own at home, contact Nancy for ) up at the information desk. Reservations
the needed colors. need to be made in advance. We will car

pool. Meet at the church at 1 p.m.
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PICNIC WITH THE PASTOR!

oin Pastor Alex and his family at church for a
time of food and fellowship on Saturday, July

18% following the 5:30 service. There is a sign

1
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-up sheet in the narthex just so we can plan how
much food we need to prepare for this event. If the
weather is nice, we will have some yard games set up
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in the school yard. We look forward to seeing you
there!
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J] I’ve got the J.O.Y....down in my heart I
Grandparenting

Vi a Zo om July’s JOY event we think will be really sweet,
Providing lunch/pontoon rides/ and fellowship all at Twedt’s.

A Free Will Offering will be taken again at Larry’s request,

With the proceeds going to our school, commonly termed FLS.

Tuesday, July 21, this is the date to mark;
Sign up and come at noon (not too hard), but that’s your part.

One name per line on the sheet at the Welcome Center;

randparenting video sessions via , L.
L . At Twedt’s request, we’re limited, so only 40 would enter.
Zoom are continuing durlng the

summer. See legacycoalition.com (addl‘eSS Omitted fI'O Web VerSion) is the Place to be,

to register for the live meetings or check out Who will come; join in the fun? We will wait and see.
the past recorded sessions.
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TRINITY RICE COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

Please sign up to help out at Trinity's booth
at the fair this year. There are many
openings—approximately 2-hour shifts.

This is a wonderful way to share the love of
Christ in our community.

July 22-26, 2026

We hand out free New Testament Bibles in

Sign up at the English and Spanish, Christian pamphlets on

Information Center! relevant issues, Christian-themed trinkets
“j\ for the kids, and more!

The signup sheet is at the information
center or call Jennie in the church office.

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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BLOOD DRIVE American

Trinity Lutheran Church Red Cross
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 GIVE
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. BLOOD

To schedule your appointment call,
1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767)

or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
TrinityFaribault.

Give blood to help save lives.

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS

Trinity Lutheran Church

Thank you so much for supporting us and letting us
use your building for our activities.

Without you We would not be able to have a troop!
We appreciate your generosity!
American Heritage Girls
3100

gﬁ} ow %ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ f”; 1 *;2\‘?{/ Sonbs
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Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2:30 New
Perspective -c

4:00 Pleasant View
Estates -c

2

10:00 Prayer Group
(Marilyn Steele’s)
1:00 Joint Women

In Mission (FH)

3

8:00 Pie baking

Church Office
Closed for
Independence
Day

4

5:30 Worship

Service —c

siatly

AMERICA

5 7:40 Summer Choir

8:00 Worship
Service —c

9:15 Adult Bible Study

10:30 Worship
Service —c

6

8:00 Pie-makers
12:00 Bible Study
3:30 Sunday
Worship on TV
6:30 2nd Century

7

9:00 Staff Mtg.

2:00 Playdough
Making
(Fellowship Hall)

3:30 Sunday Wor-
ship on TV

5:30 Memento

Group

8

1:00 Mill City —c

1:00 Lavender Farm
(meet at church to
carpool)

6:00 Connection
Practice (Schafer’s)

9

10:00 Prayer Group
(Marilyn Steele’s)

2:00 Human Care

6:00 FLS Brd. Mtg.
(Peace)

10

8:00 Men’s Bible
Study

11

12-4:45 Bridal
Shower (FH
Reserved)

5:30 Worship
Service

1 2 8:00 Worship
Service
9:15 Adult Bible Study
10:30 Worship
Service

13

8:00 Pie-makers
12:00 Bible Study
3:30 Sunday
Worship on TV
6:00 Trumps’ Bible
Study (off site)

14

9:00 Staff Mtg.
3:30 Sunday Wor-
ship on TV
5:30 Memento
Group
6:30 LLB Mtg.

15

7:30-12:00 4-H
(Sanc. / Gym/
Music Room)

10:00 Milestone —c

3:30 Faribault
Senior Living —c

6:00 Connection
Practice (Trinity)

6:30 Elders’ Mtg.

16

10:00 Prayer Group
(Marilyn Steele’s)
6:00-9:00pm 4-H
(Sanc. / Gym/
Music Room)

17

8:00 Men’s
Bible Study

18

5:30 Worship
Service —c

6:30 Picnic with
the Pastor
(Trinity)

1 9 8:00 Worship
Service —c

9:15 Adult Bible Study

10:30 Connection
Service —c

20

8:00 Pie-makers

12:00 Bible Study

3:30 Sunday
Worship on TV

21

9:00 Staff Mtg.
11:00-5:00 Blood
Drive (FH)
12:00 JOY Group
(Twedt’s)
5:30 Memento
Group

22

23

10:00 Prayer Group
(Marilyn Steele’s)

Rice County Fair

24

8:00 Men’s
Bible Study

Newsletter
Deadline

(July 22-26)

25

8:30-1:00 Bridal
Shower (FH)

5:30 Worship
Service

26 8:00 Worship

Service
9:15 Adult Bible Study
10:30 Worship
Service
5:30 VBS Meal
6-8:00 Vacation
Bible School

27

8:00 Pie-makers
12:00 Bible Study
3:30 Sunday
Worship on TV
5:30 VBS Meal
6-8:00 Vacation
Bible School
6:00 Trumps’ Bible
Study (off site)

28

9:00 Staff Mtg.

5:30 Memento
Group

5:30 VBS Meal

6-8:00 Vacation
Bible School

6:30 Property Brd

acation Bible School

29

5:30 VBS Meal
6-8:00 Vacation
Bible School

(July 26-30)

30

10:00 Prayer Group
(Marilyn Steele’s)
5:30 VBS Meal
6-8:00 Vacation
Bible School

31

8:00 Men’s
Bible Study
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MAY PASTORS’ REPORT

Each month a Pastoral Report is prepared in the Church Office. Classes, meetings, appointments, worship services, visitations and communions

are tracked and reported by each pastor. In each month’s newsletter we will be including the most recent form on file (May 2026).

Shut Ins/
Others Shut Ins/ NH
Com- Others NH | Worship

Home Office muned Visited- No | Worship Com- Worship | Classes Mtgs.

Visits Visits Privately | communion | Attended | muned | Services Taught Attend

Senior Pastor many 13 41 19 17 many

Guest/ Visitation 0 1 0 0 4 0

Pastors

Lay Members 0 2 8 1 ~

Baptisms: 0

Confirmed: 6 Summer, Claire, Bentley, Paduam, William,

Abigail Rev. Gatluk Reat May 2026 Report:

Official Acts: Sudanese Evangelical Lutheran Mission Church

. Attendance
Weddlngs: 0 -
Week 1 —40; Week 2 — 36;

Released/Removed: 0 - N Week 3 —30; Week 4 — 35
WA (2 Baptisms at St. John’s, Austin)

Profession of Faith/Affirmation of Baptism: O

Worship Services conducted in

Transfers Out: O Transfer In: 0 Nuer & English in person and online.

Deaths/Funerals: Ruth Hawker (deceased 1/30/26 — learned late)

Notes: Guest Pastors — led 3 regular weckend services and Rev. Sloter’s installation service, Guest Pastor led 1 Sunday Bible
Study, Elders led 1 nursing home service, Lay members led 5 - 5"/6" grade confirmation classes & 1 Sunday Adult Bible study

Happy July Birthday!

pecial Greetings to Trinity’s Octogenarian and Nonagenarian members with July birthdays. We ask that
you remember our fellow members in your prayers and help brighten their day with a card or visit.

Omitted from web version for privacy
reasons. Please contact Jennie in the church
office or pick up a printed copy of the
newsletter for a list of this month’s birthdays.
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LAY LEADERSHIP BOARD MINUTES - JUNE 2026

Trinity Lutheran Church — Lay Leadership Board Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, June 9, 2026 | Time: 6:30 PM
Respectfully Submitted by: Brian F.

- Attendance

e Board Members: Mitch M., Barb B., Penny R., Dale K., Nura N., Brian F., Carl V.
o Clergy: Pastor Alex Sloter

e Guests: Dustin G.

- Opening
e Devotion & Prayer: Led by Pastor Sloter, focusing on Romans 5:1-8.

- Reports & Ministry Updates

Faribault Lutheran School: Enroliment for the 2026/27 school year is currently down approximately
20% compared to the 2025/26 school year.

FOC (Financial) Report: For the fourth consecutive month, general fund contributions exceeded
general fund expenses—this month by $1,962.79.

Sudanese Ministry: Attendance remains strong, averaging 35 people per week.

Family Ministry: No special activities are currently planned outside of Vacation Bible School (VBS),
which is scheduled for July 26—30 from 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM.

Pastor’s Report: Church attendance is up compared to this time in 2025.

Church Directory: Photo sessions are scheduled for August 17-22. A sign-up sheet is available at the
Information Booth.

Executive Session
Entry: Motion made by Nura, seconded by Carl.
Exit: Motion made by Penny, seconded by Brian.

- Property & Facilities Update
April Hail Storm: Dustin provided an update regarding the ongoing insurance claim.
Property Board: The Property board is now under the per view of the LLB and not the Pastor.

414 House: New carpeting was approved. Brian motioned to install the same color carpet as the 418
house; seconded by Penny.

418 House Rental: Agreed to offer a rental discount for any incoming teacher.

Security & Safety: The church is currently securing quotes for new Fire and Security systems
because they are outdated and need to be separate.

Narthex Display: A new historical display featuring the "History of the Radio Club" will be set up in a
narthex display case.

Technology: Plans are underway to install a new building-wide mesh network.
Website: A new website is being worked on and will be released soon.

- Calendar Items & Adjournment
e Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 6:30 PM.
e Adjournment: Mitch adjourned the meeting, and Pastor Alex closed with a prayer.
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NEwS FROM THE RADIO CLUB

ow! It's July already! Where has the year
gone so far?

The Radio Club has been busy during the first six
months of 2026. Our biggest accomplishment has been
the redesign and rebuilding of our website (https://
trinityradioandvideo.org). We have redone the website
to make it look more modern and give us the ability to
add more functionality quickly and easily.

One of the newest additions to the website is our
"Sermons" page. If you go to this page, you will have
the ability to listen to just the sermon for a particular
service. We started this in April, so you can listen to
anything from Holy Week 2026, to the current one.
You can also search Spotify for "Trinity Faribault" to

find and listen to our sermons.

Also, during the first half of this year, we completed
our streaming server configuration and now have a
completely redundant setup. If one of our electronic
devices fails during the service, we can have a spare in
place within minutes, allowing us to continue stream-
ing and displaying service information on the sanctuary

screens.

All these initiatives are funded by your gifts, memori-
als, and sponsorship of our services. We are reaching
people all over the world. Our messages are being
heard. We are working hard to give Trinity the tools to
fulfill the Great Commission given to us by Jesus and
recorded in Matthew 28:

=] |

Broad
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a

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and qfthe Son and qfthe Ho])/ Spirit, 20 and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with

you always, to the very end ofthe age. !

We have not had to ask for your help in quite some
time. Now that we have built-in full redundancy for our
streaming and in-house technology, we must look forward
to our next contract with KDHL. That is nearly $12,000.
We also have our streaming contract coming due in July,
which is nearly $3,000. We could use your help. Please
consider a gift to the Radio Club to help us through these
contracts this year.

Our group has several dedicated people who are making
this all happen. Please thank them if you get a chance. Our
team consists of: Dustin G., Courtney P., Cameron D.,
Nick D., Brian A., Josh C., Andy P., Brian F., Michelle
F., and Sierra F.

Thank you so much for your continued prayers and sup-
port of this ministry at Trinity. If you have any questions,
please contact me (Todd V.).

FREEDOM WORTH GUARDING

B ecause many Americans have never
known life without freedom, it can be
casy to take our liberties for granted. |
The Israelites, however, knew the harsh reali-
ty of slavery. Yet even after God led them out
of Egypt, they struggled to embrace their
newfound freedom. Faced with uncertainty,
they grew fearful and complained against Moses and Aa-
ron, longing for the familiarity of their former bondage

rather than trusting God’s provision.

Their story feels surprisingly familiar. As Christians, we
have been set free through a far greater deliverance. Our
freedom was secured at a great cost through the life, death

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And yet, we sometimes

N L
= gy

AL B

drift back toward old habits, attitudes and pat-
i (\? terns that once held us captive.

Vs Y,

', / ) Scripture reminds us to stand firm in the free-
/ dom we have been given. As Paul writes in Ga-

\ latians 5:1 (NKJV), “Stand fast therefore in the
liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do

not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

True freedom is not simply the absence of restraint. It is the
opportunity to live fully in God’s grace, walking in obedience,
joy and purpose. This kind of freedom is worth celebrating,

protecting and living out every day.

©ChurchArt Online, July 2026, Used by permission.
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Our Savior Lutheran Church, Mankato,
Welcomes

DR. REED LESSING

Speaking about his book

“Overcomjng Ly%’s Sorrows: Learning Tbrough Jeremiah”
Saturday, August 15, 2026
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Free Event (Door Offerings Welcomed)
Books will be available for purchase

Lunch and light snacks will be provided

Register using this QR Code—Walk-ins are welcome
(Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.)

Schedule:

Registration 8:00-9:00 a.m. with coffee and donuts

Matins 8:30-9:00 a.m. .
Our Savior Lutheran Church

1103 N Broad Street,
Mankato, MN

Session 1 - 9:15-10:20 (10:20-10:30 Q&A)
Break 10:30-10:45

Session 2 -10:45-11:50 (11:50-12:00 Q&A)
Lunch 12-12:45

Session 3 -12:45-1:50 (1:40-1:50 Q & A) oslcmankato.org
Break 1:50-2:05

Session 4 - 2:05-2:50 (2:50-3:00 Q&A)
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WWW.TRINITYFARIBAULT.ORG
8:00 & 10:30am services live streamed

WWW.TRINITYRADIOANDVIDEO.ORG
APPS FOR APPLE / ANDROID AVAILABLE

- OUR MISSION -
CONNECT, GROW, GO

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

ign up now to have your picture taken for our new Pictorial
Directory. It won’t be complete without you! The photo

session is FREE and you will receive a complimentary 8x10

picture and a church directory just for participating

Sign up online or in person at the table in the narthex. Online sign
up is available Monday - Friday. Paper sign up is available on week-

DIRECTORY -

To schedule your photography appointment online, go to www.ucdir.com, click on photography appointment
scheduling login on the right side, enter mn676 in the Church Code field and enter 676mem in the Church Pass-
word field. Follow the prompts to schedule your family’s appointment time. If you have 6 or more in your family
please use 2 consecutive time slots. The online scheduling option is available Monday through Friday. Note: online
signup will not work over the weekend to allow for in-person signup at church. Appointments fill up quickly,
so schedule as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time.

Questions or need help? Contact Jennie in the church office.
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