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(507) 331-6579
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD

THE ORDER OF THE DIVINE SERVICE I
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 18)
September 5 & 6, 2026

The Sacrament Of The Altar will be celebrated at all three services this weekend. Anyone who is
not yet instructed, in doubt or holds a differing confession and yet desires to receive the
Sacrament, is asked first to speak with a Pastor, Elder or Worship Assistant.

WELCOME
HYMN “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB 904, sts. 1-4A\

INVOCATION
P. Inthe name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

O

P. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
-}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.
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KYnRIE (Chanted)
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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n. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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A - men.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast”
A 4 Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lna - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for - ev - er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al - le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Letus pray. O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are
right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. C. Amen.
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FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, | have made a
watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from
me. ®If | say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from
his way, that wicked person shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood | will require at

SECOND READING Romans 13:1-10
!Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God.
*Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will
incur judgment. *For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who
is in authority? Then do what is good,
and you will receive his approval, *for he
is God'’s servant for your good. But if
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the
servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
Therefore one must be in subjection,
not only to avoid God’s wrath but also
for the sake of conscience. °For the
same reason you also pay taxes, for the

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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your hand. °But if you warn the wicked
to turn from his way, and he does not
turn from his way, that person shall die
in his iniquity, but you will have
delivered your soul.”

P. This is the Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.

authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. "Pay to alll
what is owed to them: taxes to whom
taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is
owed.

80we no one anything, except to love
each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. *The
commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed
up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” *’Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.

P. This is the Word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God.
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 18:1-20

Pentecost XV
September 5 & 6, 2026

P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, from the eighteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O

At that time the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to
him a child, he put him in the midst of
them 3and said, “Truly, | say to you,
unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. “Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

>Whoever receives one such child in
my name receives me, °but whoever
causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better
for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

"“\Woe to the world for temptations to
sin! For it is necessary that temptations
come, but woe to the one by whom the
temptation comes! ®And if your hand or
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter
life crippled or lame than with two hands
or two feet to be thrown into the eternal
fire. ’And if your eye causes you to sin,
tear it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell
of fire.

1%“See that you do not despise one of
these little ones. For | tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face
of my Father who is in heaven. *'For the
Son of Man came to save the lost.
“What do you think? If a man has a

Lord.

hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray?
BAnd if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. **So
it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones
should perish.

5If your brother sins against you, go
and tell him his fault, between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother. **But if he does not
listen, take one or two others along with
you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. ’If he refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. *®*Truly, | say to you, whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. **Again
| say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven. *°For
where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am | among them.”

P.n This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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THE CREED - The Second Article

P. I believe in Jesus Christ... What does this mean?

C. Ibelieve that Jesus Christ has redeemed me, that | may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns
to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

NICENE CREED (See inside back cover of hymnal or screens)

TITHES & OFFERING

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725, sts. 1-4

SERMON The Rev. Alex Sloter

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT LSB 160
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P} The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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P} Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P. It is truly good, right, and salutary... evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 161 (Sung)
C. Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSIGIVNG
WORDS OF OUR LORD

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

C. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

PRAYER

P. O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI
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[P} The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.

AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God” LSB 163 (Sung)

C. Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Chief of Sinner Though | Be” LSB 611, sts. 1-5
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” LSB 636, sts. 1-8
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BLESSING

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord” LSB 164 (Sung)
C. Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT i

P. Letus pray... one God, now and forever. w’ il - I
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BENEDICTION A - men.

P. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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HYMN “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707, sts. 1-4
ANNOUNCEMENTS

P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.

* * *TOo GOD BE THE GLORY * * *
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